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The Church the fulnefs of Chrift, 
who filleth ail in all. 
HE firft chapter of the 
epiftle to the Ephefians 
énds with this fingular form of 
expreffion, “ The fulnefs of 
him that filleth all in all.”— 
Thefe words in their connection 
plainly import, that altho’ Chrift 
filleth all in all, yet there is a fenfe, 
in which the church is his fulnefs. 
This, at firft view, may feem a 
kind of paradox, or fomething 
like acontradiGtion. It is, there- 
fore propofed to attempt fome il- 
luftration of the meaning, truth 
and confiftency of thefe two prop- 
ofitions, viz. 

I. Chrift filleth all in all. 

II. His church is his fulnefs. 

I. Chrift filleth all in all. 

Jefus Chrift in his incarnate per- 
fon, “in whom dwelleth all the 
fulnefs of the Godhead bodily,” 
is exalted to the throne of the 
univerfe, as Lord of all, with un- 
controlable power and authority 
ever all worlds, creatures and 
things; that he may rule and 
govern, employ and difpofe of 
all, to the glory of God and the 
interefts of his eternal kingdom, 
and fo as will in the beft manner 





accomplifh the complete falvation 
and everlafting glory and happi- 
nefs of the church, which he hath 
purchafed with his own blood. 
In this high office and ftation, he 
fills all creatures with whatever, of 
the nature of good, they poflefs, 
experience or enjoy. Therets no 
underftanding, light or knowl- 
edge, wifdom, power or ftrength, 
holinefs, peace or joy, in creae 
tures, nor any good pofleffed, ate 
tained, or enjoyed by them, but 
what is from him as its fountain 
and fource. But Chrift may be 
confidered as the head of his church, 
in a more peculiar and appropri- 
ate fenfe. The church inclufive 
of all its members is reprefented, 
in the {criptures, as conftituting 
one body, in allufion to and fome- 
thing after the fimilitude of a nat- 
ural human body, compofed of 
many members united to each oth- 
er and to one common head, by 
which they live, and move, &c. 
Of this body, compofed of all 
the members of the church, Chrift 
isthe head. He is not only head 
over all things ¢othe church ; but 
he is alfo the ead of the body, the 
church, every member of which 
has a rea/ {piritual union to him as 
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its living, life-giving, fupporting, 
guiding, and governing head.— 
«May grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even 
Chrift: from whom the whole bo- 
cy, fitly joined together, and 
compacted by that which every 
joint fuppheth, according to the 
effeGtual working in the meafure 
of every part, maketh increafe of 
the body unto the edifying of it- 
felf inlove.” Eph. iv. 15, 16. 
In the paffige we are attempt- 
ing to explain, the apoftle appears 
to be fpeaking of Chrift in this 
{pecial and peculiar relation to and 
conneétion with the church as its 
head, and of that as his body. 
The a// which Chrift, in this par- 
ticular point of view and fpecial 
relation, is faid to fill, is his 
church, even all the members and 
parts of his body. All thefe he 
fills in all things and in all refpe€ts 
belonging to and conttituting 
their fulnefs. Particularly, 

1. All the officers, with which 
the church is furnifhed and filled 
-~allthat are requifite and necef- 
fary, for the perfecting of the 
faints, for the work of the min- 
iftry, for edifying of the body of 
Chrift, are from him, and given 
by him: Eph. iv. 7—13. “ And 
he gave fome apoflles ; and fome 
prophets ; and fome evangelifts ; 
and fome paflors and teachers ; 
for the perfetting of the faints, 
for the work of the miniflry, for 
the edifying of the body of Chrift : 
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faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfcat 
man, unto the meafttre of the 
| ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift.” 

All thofe officers Chrift fills 
| with that meafure of his fpirit, 
and with all the gifts and graces, 
knowledge, wifdom and fkill, and 
qualifications of every kind, by 
which they are fitted, furnifhed 
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and capacitated, to perform the 
fervices for which they are ap. 
pointed and given, and to ac. 
complifh whatever he defigns to 
effeét by their inftrumentality. 
This muft be fo evident, to al! 
acquainted with the fcriptures of 
the new teftament, that particular 
paflages need not be adduced to 
rove it. 

2. Chrift fills not only the of. 
ficers of his church, but alfo the 
whole body and every member ot 
it, with all the light and grace, 
wifdom and knowledge, holinefs 
and comfort, peace, joy and hap- 
pinefs, which they poflefs, or ex. 
perience and enjoy, in this world, 
and aifo in the world to come. 
Of his fulnefs they all receive, 
grace for grace. He faid, “J am 
the light of the world : he that 
followeth me fhall not walk in 
darknefs, but fhall have the light 
of life.” Having illuftrated the 
union of his difciples to him, by 
that of the branches to the fine, 
and declared how he had loved 
them, and taught them how they 
might abide in his love, he faid, 
“ Thefe things have I fpoken un- 
to you, that my joy might re- 
majn in you, and that your joy 
might be full.”” At another time 
he faid, « Afk, and ye fhall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full, 
—Peace I leave with you: my 
peace I give unto you.” Andin 
Ads xiti. 52. it is faid, “ The 
difciples were filled’ with joy, and 
with the Holy Ghoft.” Hence 
it is plain, that Chrift’s people 
are indebted to him for all their 
fpiritual light, peace and joy— 
that thefe fpiritual bleffings are 
communicated and derived from 
him their head. Paul prayed for 
the Philippians, that they might 
be fincere, and without offence. 
“ being filled with the fruits of 
righteoufnefs, which are by Jefus 
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Chrift, unto the glory and praife 


of God.’—Alfo for the Colof- 
fians, that they might be “ filled 
with the knowledge of his will, 
in all wifdom and {piritual under- 
itanding ;”? and for the Ephe- 
fians, that they might be ‘filled 
with all the fulnefs of God.’’ 
Thefe and fuchlike paffages 
help to fhow, in fome meafure, 
what thofe things are, with which 
the members of Chrift’s body are 
filled. They comprife all their 
light and knowledge and holinefs 
—all the wifdom and fpiritual 
underftanding, and gracious exer- 
cifes of their hearts, and all the 
fruits of righteoufnefs in .their 
converfation and prattice, and all 
their peace and comfort, joy and 
happinefs. He gives them and 
cauges themto drink of that wa- 
ter, which in them is a well of 


water.{pringing up into everlatt- | 
ing life. He gives them his Ho- | 


ly Spirit, whofe fruits, with 
which they are filled in a meafure 
now, and will be completely in 
due time, are love, joy, peace, 
long-fuffering, gentlenefs, good- 


nefs, faith, mecknefs, tempe- 


vance,” and every thing truly | 


amiable and excellent, beautiful 
and comely, beneficial and cheer- 
ing, joyous and happifying. He 
gives them, and will finally fill 
them, to the full, with the know- 
ledge of God and Jefus Chri, 
which is eternal life. 

Thus Chrift, as the head of his 
body, the church, fills the whole 
body and all the parts and mem- 
bers of which it is compofed, in 
all things, and in all refpeéts, in 
which they may be faid to be fil- 
led, completed, and perfected. 
In him they are complete. In 
him they have all things neceffary 
to render them complete, to the 
extent of their capacities, in 
knowledge and wifdom, in holi- 
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nefs and righteoufnefs, glory 7 
beauty, joy and happinefs. For 

is made unto them wifdom, and 
rightcoufnefs, and. fan¢tification, 
and redemption. In the heaven- 
ly ftate, he will fo fill them, as 
to give them unceafingly the mok 
complete and perfect fatisfaction. 
¥or there “ the lamb himfelf thall 
feed them, and fhall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters.’ 
There they fhall walk ia the light 
of the holy city, which the glory 
of God doth lighten, and ot 
which the Lamb is the light : and 
there they will continually drink, 
to the full, of the pure river of 
| water of life, clear as cryttal, 
| proceeding out of the throne of 
God, and of the Lamb. 

| The way 3s now prepared, to 
| confider and illuftrate the other 
general propofition, viz. 

II. The church of Chnit, 
which is his body, the whole and 
all the members of which he fills 
in all things, is his fuluefs—* the 
| fulnefs of him who filleth all in 
all,”’ 

How ts this to be underitood, 
or what doth it import and figni- 
fy? ‘This propofition is not in- 
tended to fuggeft, that Chrifl de- 
rivesany fupplies, any fupport or 
affiftance from the church, to com- 
plete, to augment or increafe his 
effential glory and happinefs. His 
| effential glory and happiuefs, as 
God, are the fame from everlail- 
ing to everlafling, without m- 
creafe or diminution. 

But Chrift in his official c'rar- 
acter, and particularly and efpe- 
cially, in his peculiar relation to 
the church, as its head, would be 
incomplete without the church. 
A head fuppofes a body, and has 
fuch relation to and connection 
with it, that if the body is waut- 
ing, the head, though it be iu it- 
felf whole and entire »isina vey 
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incomplete, imperfe&t and defeét- 
ive ftate. A natural human head, 
though ever fo entire and com- 
plete, doth not of itfelf conftitute 
aman. To conftitute a complete 
man, the head muft have a body, 
a body entire and complete in all 
its parts, joined to it. And in 
this view, the body is the fulnefs 
of the head—its complement or 
filling up, without which the 
head would be in a deftitute and 
mcomplete ftate, incapable of the 
offices, functions and enjoyments 
appertaining to it as the head of 
a body. In a fenfe fomewhat 
analogous or fimilar to this, the 
church, confidered as the body 
of Chrift, is his fulnefs, confider- 
edas its head. If Chrift, in him- 
felf confidered, was juft fuch a 
perfon as he now is—juilt as 
great, wife and powerful, holy 
and righteous, juft and good, 
faithful and true, and his worthi- 
nefs and merit the fame ; yet if 
he had no church, no body, in 
the fenfe in which the church is 
| his body, and was never to have 
Jr any, itis plain, that he could nei- 
| ther perform the offices of a head 
of fuch a body, nor partake of 
the enjoyments. In regard to 
thefe there would be a total defi- 
ciency, which could be fupplied 
or filled up, only by the exiftence 
i o fa body united to him as its head. 
‘i | Hi \ In this fenfe, the church, which 
POH AR is Chrift’s body, is the fulnefs of 
eh) him its head, who filleth all in all. 

United to this body, Chrift is 
in a fituation and hath opportuni- 
i ty, to perform all the offices of 
| the head, for which he is perfectly 
i ftted and furnifhed, and hath in 
a) himfelf the moft perfe& fufficien- 
Ht cy. And his fulnefs flows out 
| 








and is communicated to his body, 
1 the church, and fills it with all 
i things neceflary to bring it to the 
fiate of a perfe€&t man, unto the 
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meafure of the ftature of the ful. 
nefs of Chrift, that it may want 
nothing, to render it complete and 
perfeét in holinefs and beauty, 
glory and happinefs. 

And in the church as his body, 
and in every part and member of 
it, made and kept alive, and fit. 
ted, furnifhed and capacitated, for 
fupplying the place, and perform. 
ing the offices, and anfwering the 
ends, for which each is defigned 
in the body, and rendered holy 
and happy by union to and con. 
ftant communications from him 
its head, he rejoices, and experi- 
ences peculiar pleafure and de- 
light. 

By the important truths, which 
have now been ftated, and, it is 
hoped, in fome meafure iluftrated, 
the following remarks are plainly 
fuggefted. 

1. That by the conftitution, or 
formation and exiftence of the 
myftical fpiritual body, of which 
Chrift is the head, there is a great 
increafe of real good and true 
happinefs in the moral fyftem. 

The members of this body are 
an innumerable multitude, out of 
all nations, and kindreds, and peo- 
ple, and tongues. The perfect, 
everlafting holinefs and happinefs 
of all thefe will comprife an im- 
menfe quantity of real good.— 
All this good is the fruit and 
confequence of the execution and 
accomplifhment of the divine plan, 
whereby the myriads of individu- 
als compofing this innumerable 
multitude, are conftituted and 
formed into one fpiritual body in 
union with Chrift its head. By 
this divine head, that filleth all in 
all, this infinite happinefs is pro- 
duced. From him it is commu- 
nicated and derived. And by un- 
ion to him and communion with 
him, and conftant communica- 


tions from him, it is Supported and 
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preferved, as really as the life and 
health and vigor of the natural 
body and all its members, are 
maintained and preferved by union 
to and communion with the head, 
and communications derived from 
it into every member and part. 

What a vaft,. what an immenfe 
degree of real good, of holinefs 
and happinefs in the moral fyftem, 
is hereby effected ?——By this 
means alfo, the man Chrift Jefus 
attains and experiences ineffable 
joy and happinefs. He fees of 
the travail of his foul, and is fatis- 
fied. As the bridegroom rejoi- 
ces over the bride; fo doth he 
rejoice over hischurch. He pof- 
feffes her as his {piritual bride and 
body—as the fruit and reward of 
his labors and fufferings. 

With the moft entire fatisfac- 
tion and ineffable joy and de- 
light, Chrift beholds in his church, 
viewed in her complete and per- 
fe& ftate, a body compofed of an 
innumerable multitude of livin 
members, all living and filled with 
light and love, comfort and joy, 
holinefs and happinefs, and cov- 
ered with glory and beauty, derived 
from him by union to him and 
communion with him ; all, with 
the moft fervent love and grati- 
tude, thanksgiving and praife, uni- 
tedly afcribing all their falvation, 
ail their light and holinefs, glory 
and happinefs to him, and to God, 
who gave, appointed and fent 
him, and accepts them in him.— 
In their perfect moral beauty and 
complete happinefs thus effected 
and eternally fecuxed—in their 
love, and worthip, and joyful fongs 
of gratitude and praife—in the 
clear and itriking expreffions of 
divine wifdom, power and love, 
holinefs and grace, mercy and 
truth, exhibited and appearing - in 
the contrivance artd accomplifh- 
ment ef their falvationin all 
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the glory thereby redounding to 
God forever, and in all the in- 
ftruction and joy thence refulting 
to the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places, the man Chrift 
Fefus experiences, and will eter- 
nally experience, the moft heart- 
felt’ fatisfaction and ineffable joy 
and felicity. Yea, in all this 
good, God the Father, and Chrift 
confidered as God, antecedent to 
his a¢tual affumption of the hu- 
man nature, rejoice with entire 
fatisfaétion and inconceivable de- 
light ; though the joy of God, 
or of Chrifl confidered merely as 
Ged, had no beginning, and ad- 
mits of no increafe. For before 
the aGtual exiitence of thefe ob- 
jets, in which he hath real pleaf- 
ure and delight, they, being com- 
prifed in his eternal purpofe, were 
as certain, as real and prefent in 
his view, and he had the fame joy 
and delight in them, as after their 
actual exiftence. But the created 
or human nature of Chrift had a be- 
ginning, and admits of an inereafe 





inknowledge and happinefs. Jefus, 
| when a child, increafed, not only 
in flature, but alfo, in wifdom, 
| andin favor with God and man. 
| The joy and happinefs of his cre- 
| ated or human foul had a begin- 
| ning, and admits of great increafe. 
| And all the ineffable joy and de- 
light, which his human foul hath, 
in the glorious effeéts and fruits 
of his obedience and fufferings, 
and adminiftration as the head of 
his church, is fo much increafe of 
real good aiid happinefs in the fyi- 
tem. On the whole, then, how 
immenfe is the increafe of real 
good and true happinefs in the 
intelle@ual fyitem, by the plan 
and execution of that divine con- 
ftitution, which makes Chrift the 
head, and his church the mem- 


bers, of one myttical or fpiritual © 





body ? Hence, 
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2. We may remark, That the 
fame things, which ferve to dif- 
play and promote the glory of 
God, do alfo increafe the fum or 
quantity of real good and true 
happinefs in the created fyflem. 

God is glorified and hath real 
joy in thofe very things, which 
conftitute and enlarge the happt- 
nefs of his kingdom. Thefe two 
objects have a moft intimate and 
iufeparable connection, and mu- 
tually involve and promote each 
other.—Hence, therefore, wemay 
remark, 


3. There is no clafhing or con- 
tradi@tion between thofe paffages 


of {cripture, which reprefent God | 


as having a fupreme and ultimate 
regard to his own glory, and re- 
quire the fame of us; and thofe, 


which reprefent him as atting | 


with an ultimate view to the 


good of his people, and propofe | 


the happinefs to be enjoyed by 
them, as a motive to excite us to 
{eek and ferve him—to believe in 
Chrift, and obey the gofpel. 

On the whole, How admirable, 
how wonderful and furprifing, 
and far furpafling our utmoft con- 
ceptions, are the divine wifdom, 
and power, and love, and grace, 


exprefled and appearing in the | 
gracious and infinitely beneficial | 


conftitution, to which we have 


been attending !| What love and | 
gratitude, adoration and praife, | 


> 


doth it demand from us, and pe- | 


culiarly from thofe, who are fa- 
vored with the honor and happi- 
nefs of a place, as members, in 


that glorious body, which hath | 
Chrift for its head, anda vital | 


union with him as fuch! And 
how ardently and unceafingly 
diould we defire and feek this pri- 


vilege, counting nothing too dear | 


or valuable to be given up for 
t, nor any labor or fufferings too 
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great to be endured, that we may 
win Chrift, and be found in him! 
-' ASTHENES, 





Mess’rxs Epitors, 

THE perufal of the Evan. 
gelical Magazine, which, I con. 
ceive well anfwers its propofed de. 
fign, has afforded me not a little 
entertainment. The doétrine of 
ele&tion, in my view, is an impor. 
| tant gofpel do€rine—and though 
| feveral pertinent pieces on the fub- 
| je&t have been publifhed, yet in 
as much as it is a doétrine fo con. 
' trary to the depraved heart and 
oppofed in this day of infidelity ; 
and probably, many will read this 
who have not feen the precediny 
volumes ; poffibly, afew though: 
| on the fubje&t may not be ufelefs, 
If the following do not meet your 
| approbation, you are at liberty to 
fupprefs them. 








HE éeading thought that I 

would propofe is, that there 
is a particular number of our lap- 
fed race chofen in Chrift from 
eternity, to falvation. From the 
infinite knowledge and perfection 
of Deity, he mutt have had a per- 
fe&t view of all that he defigned 
ever to effect. He faw what was 
| infinitely fit and beft to be done, 
| and determined that it fhould be 
_done—thus he conduéted like a 
| wife mafter-builder—accordingly 
| infpiration teaches, that knowa 
| unto God are all his works from 
| the beginning ; that is, he had a 
| 





| perfe& view of all that was pofli- 
ble, all that would and fhould 
come to pafs ; and that which was 
beft he determined on as the plan 
of his operation. And among 
his other purpofes, this was one, 
i he determined to be gracious to 
| a fele& number of the children of 
‘men; whom he chofe to be vel- 
 fels of mercy, and that, before the 
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foundation of the world—-a- 
greeably to Ephefians i. 4, 5. 
According as he hath chofen us in 
him before the foundation of the 
world, that we fhould be holy and 
without blame before him in love : 
Having predsflinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Fefus Chrift 
to himfelf, according to the good 
pleafure of bis will.—itii. 10. 11. 
To the intent that now, unto the 
principalities and powers in heaven- 
ly places, might be known by the 
church the manifold wifdom of God, 
according tothe eternal purpofe which 
he purpofedin Chrift Fefus our Lord. 
The chofen of God are not to 
fuppofe that they have done fome- 
thing acceptable to him, by which 
he was moved to choofe them in- 
to the number of his children ; 
but he makes them holy for the 
purpofes of his own glory and the 
general happinefs. See this mat- 
ter clearly ftated in Jer. xxxi. 3. 
The Lord hath appeared of old un- 
to me, faying, Yea, I have loved thee 
with an everlafling love ; therefore 
with loving kindnefs have I drawn 
thee. That this choice refpeéts par- 
ticular perfons, who were given to 
Chrift in the covenant of redemp- 
tion, as a reward of his humilia- 
tion, appears from John xvii. 
24. Father I will that they alfo 
whom thou haft given me be with 
me where I am ; that they behold 
my glory, which thou haft given 
me: for thou lovedf me before the 
foundation of the world. Chritt, in 
a peculiar manner, makes chofen 
veffels fubjeéts of his prayers. 
See above cited chap. ver. 9.— 
T would remark, 

2. This eternal choice is ab- 
folute and effectual ; that which 
God will never vacate or alter, 
nor fhall its accomplifhment be 
prevented. There are no new 
apprehenfions with Deity. He 
‘ces no juftifiable reafon for alter- 





ing any of his purpofes—wa 
therefore read, ‘* the Lord know- 
eth them that are his.”’ They are 
mixed among the mafs of man- 
kind, but known to God. The 
Father hath given them to his 
Son to fave. John vi. 37. All 
that the Father giveth me fhall 
come to me : and him that cometh to 
me I will in no wife caft out. Here 
is an engagement that thefe fhall 
all come to Chrift by the power 
of divine grace ; and when they 
come, he will in no wife reject 
them. And Chrift fays, other 
fheep have I, which are not ot 
this fold, them alfo muft I bring, 
and they fhall hear my voice ; aad 
there fhall be one fheep-fold and 
one fhepherd. Now this choice 
being abfolute, without referve, 
all the operations of divine grace 
arein profecution of this eternal 
purpofe—and further, it will be 
effectual. God will find out ways, 
to bring about his own purpotes 
of grace; though hand join in 
hand, the Lord will work, and 
none fhall let, or hinder him—- 
hence our Saviour fays, all that 
the Father hath given me, /oall 
come to me. God is fovereign 
of his own grace, which is ail- 
fufficient ; no heart too hard for 
him to foften—no will too flub- 
born for him to bow—he takes 
away the heart of ftone. St. Pavl 
was a chofen vefiel, even when 
he fo furioufly perfecuted the 
church of Chriit. The out- 
ward call of the gefpel upon fuch 
will, fooner or later, be effectual. 
—The good Spirit fometimes 
ftrives with finners by his word 
and providences, but to no faving 
effeét : but when it comes to ace 
complifh the purpofe of divine 
grace upon the heart of a chofen 
veffel, he rides forth conquering 
and to conquer. Zech. iv. 6, 7. 
Then he anfwered and {pare unto 
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me, faying, this is the word of the 
Lord unto Zerublbabel, faying, not 
by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, faith the Lord of hofts. Who 


art thou O great mountain ? before | 
Zerubbabel thou fhalt becomea plain: 


and he foail bring forth the head- 
fione thereof with fhoutings, crying, 
Grace, grace, unto it. 

3. This choice isa fovereign 
act of God’s own will—he hath 
a fovereignty over his works—he 
hath an uncontrolable power to 
difpofe of his creatures according 
to his will; but yet there is fuch 
a rectitude in the divine nature as 
effe€tually to prevent his doing 
wrong. Shall not, fays Abra- 
ham, interceding for Sodom, the 
judge of all the carth do right ? 
In matters of judgment he will 
attend to the ftricteft rules of 
right ; but he is fovereign in his 
grace, and difplays it according 
to his will and purpofe ; not to 
the damage of any, but the infin- 
ite advantage of the chofen.—- 
Should any reply againtt this, we 
fhall turn them over to the anfwer 
of an infpired apoftle. Rom. ix. 

18—24. Therefore hath he mercy 
on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom Le will he hardeneth. Thou 
wilt fay then unto me, why doth he 
yet find fault ? for who hath refift- 
ed his will? Nay but, O man, who 
art thou that replicft againf{ God ? 
Shall the thing formed fay to him 
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| 


| 


that formed it, why haft thou made | 


me thus? Hath not the potter pow- 
er over the clay, of the fame lump to 
make one veffel unto honor, and ano- 
ther unto difbonor ? What :f God, 
willing to foew his wrath, and to 


make his power known, endured | 


with much lorg fuffering the veffels 
of wrath fitted to defirudion : and 
that he might make known the riches 
of his glory on the veffels of mercy, 
which he had afore prepared unto 
glory, even us, whom he hath calied, 
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not of the Fews only, but al 
of he Cente ? The awe - 
God muft ftand according to the 
ele€tion of grace, as the apoftle 
witneffes ; and there is no un. 
righteoufnefs with God in this 
matter—but there is wifdom in 
all his ways and dealings; as 
well in the kingdom of grace, as 
of nature and providence, and par- 
ticularly in his choofing this per. 
fon, and not that, to be a veffel 
of mercy. This choice was prior 
to the creature’s exiitence, and 
hence muft be fovereign. God 
had no refpe& to the atts of the 
creature ; as in the choice of Ja- 
cob and not of Efau. See Rom. 
ix. 11, &c. Hence mutt we 
not fay, that this choice is a 
fovereign act of God? “ Even 
fo Father, for fo it feemeth good 
in thy fight.” 

4. There is no refpect of 
perfons with God in this choice. 
One is taken, and another left, 
and yet the throne of God’s ho- 
linefs is pure and fpotlefs. Some 
may be ready to think, that the 
do¢trine of eleétion, as held by 
Calvinifts, is inconfiftent with 
what is faid of God in the fa 
cred oracles; as in Adis x. 34, 
35- Then Peter opened his mouth, 
and faid, of a truth I perceive that 
Ged is no refpeer of perfons : But in 
every nation he that fearcth him, and 
workch righteoufnefs,is accepted with 
him. But let it be obferved here, 
that the refpe& of perfons which 
is claimed amongft men, and de- 
nied to be with God, is when one 
who fits as judge, prefers the 
caufe of one to that of anotheron 
fome finifter account 5 or becaufe 
one is poor and another rich as in 
Levit. xix. 15. Ye fhall do no un- 
righteoufne/s injudgment 3 then shalt 
not refpect the perfon of the poor, 
nor honor the perfon of the mighty : 
but in righteoufne/s foalt thon judge 
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thy neighbor. ‘But there is no 
fuch thing with God: In all his 
conduét he confults his own glo- 
ry and the beft good of his kind- 
dom. Yet. notwithftanding the 
above obfervations, I would juft 
remark— 

5. That who the perfons cho- 
fen are, and the divine reafons 
for the choice are fecret and myf- 
terious. They are things which 
belong to the hidden counfels ‘of 
God ; and are among thofe 
deep things of God, which will 
not be fully laid open, till the 
mytteries of God fhall be finifhed 
in the falvation of faints, and con- 
demnation and final ruin of 
finners. When we fee a gene- 
ration rifing up they appear 
without diftinétion; till God 
makes a diftin&ion by his power- 
ful, efficacious grace. And in- 
deed, there is no certain diftinc- 
tion of the ele&t from the non- 
ele& here on earth ; and fhould 
any pretend to root up the tares, 
they would be in danger of mifta- 
king, and rooting up the wheat— 
therefore they muft grow togeth- 
er till the harveft. We can tell 
whether this or that perfon be- 
longs to God’s vifible kingdom ; 
but whether he is a fubje@ of 
God’s eternal choice is beyond 
our knowledge. Yet let it be 
jult remarked, that how fecret 
foever this choiee may be, as it 
refpeis others, it may be eviden- 
ced to the fubjeé of it. It is dif- 
covered by the happy confequen- 
ces, viz. by the foul’s fubmittin 
to the grace of God in the ef 
pel. Therefore the exhortation is, 
give all diligence to make your 
calling and eleGtion fure. 2. Pet. 
i. 10. Wherefore the rather, breth- 
ren, give diligence to make your call. 
ing and eleGion fure ; for if ye do 
thefe. things ye hall never fail. 

~ But after all-that has been ob- 


' 
| 
| 
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ferved, perhaps fome will objeh; 
and fay, how can thefe things be? 
For, if God hath chofen a certain 
number in Chrift, to be holy and 
happy, while others are left out 
of this eternal choice, and are 
fuffered to go on in fin to their 
final ruin, will they not have 
grounds to find fault with God 
the judge of all at the laft day, for 
laying a bar in the way of their 
falvation, by not choofing them 
to be heirs of his kingdom ?— 
But God forbid, that any fhould 
fpeak or think on this wife ; thus 
to reflect on the infinitely glori- 
ous Majefty !!! 

Let us attempt, in few words, 
to obviate this obje€tion. 

1. Let us confider man as a 


‘corrupted, totally depraved crea- 


ture, who has forfeited every fa- 
vorat the hand of God—who is 
not only undeferving, but ill-de- 
ferying, and hell-deferving. Then; 
and of confequence, 

2. We muft conclude, that all 
the bleflings which he receives, 
come to him in the channel of 
undeferved mercy—whether the 
gifts of nature, providence or 
grace, the fource is the unmerited 
goodnels of God. It is of the 
Lord’s mercythat we are not con-~ 
fumed : Look upon all your blef- 
fings, whether for time or eterni- 
ty, they are all undeferved mer. 
cies. - 

3. In difpenfing undeferved 
bleffings, God is indebted to none; 
but hath arght to have mercy 
on whom he will have mercy.—~ 
Is it ever confidered as a crime 
among men, to give to fome, and 
not to all? In human adoption, 
is it tobe looked upon as acrime 
for aman to adopt this or that 
perfon to his name and eftate, 
and leave others? By no means : 
So in the cafe before us; if God 
fees fit to choofe one and net 
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another to be his friend and fa- 
vorite, why is he to be impeached 
with the crime.of unequal deal- 
ing, any more than men in dif- 
penfing their favors, to which 
they are not at all obligated ? 
Thefe things fhew that no injuf- 
tice is done to thofe who are left ; 
and God’s glory and the higheft 
good of his kingdom are the 

unds of the diftin@tion. Our 
Saviour reafons to the fame pur- 
pofe: ‘Friend J do thee no 
wrong ; didft thor not agree with 
me for a penny? Take that is 
thine, and go thy way; I will 
give unto this laft, even as unto 
thee—ZJs it not lawful for me to 
do what 1 will with mine own? Is 
thine eye evil becanfe I am good. 
Here were fome who fuppofed 
they were unequally dealt with ; 
but Chrift would teach them, and 
all, that in the difpenfation of 
inere favors, he might at the 
fovereign. But, 

4. For God to choofe any to 
faivation 1s an act of mere mercy 
and grace ; therefore he may 
fhew his fovereignty in choofing 
whom he will. Are you chofen, 
are you called, are you juftified, 
and fanctified ? It is all by the 
mercy of the Father, the media- 
tion of the Son, and the power 
of divine grace in the hand of the 


Spirit. And when the top-ftone | 


of the Saints’ happinefs fhall be 
laid in heaven, the inhabitants of 
that bleffed world will unite their 
voices in fhouting the honor of 
the Redeemer, and the glory of 
electing love. 
MassacCHusSETTENSIS. 


Queftion. 
’ AN anfwer to the following 
queftion would be gratifying to, 
at leaft, one of the readers of the 
Magazine, viz. 





Qusfion. Defeription of Sinners. 





(Fea. 


OW are the invitations and 
H calls to finners, with which 


the feriptures abound ; and the 
folemn declarations that God 
hath no pleafure in the death of 
finners, but that they would turn 
and live; reconcilable with their 
being left of God to go on in fin, 
and perifh ? Or, in other words, 
if God be as defirous of the re. 
turn and falvation of finners, as 
thofe ftrong expreflions, particu. 
larly in Ezekiel, intimate, what 
reafons are there affignable, why 
he, (in whofe hand all hearts are, 
and for whom nothing is too hard, 
with whom nothing is impoflible) 
doth not convert them to himfelf, 
provided the atonement be infin 
itely fuil ? 





To THE Epitors oF THE Conw- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICALMac- 
AZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Should ‘you deem the following 
obfervations calculated to do 
good, and admiffible into your 
magazine, you may infert them. 


HE {criptures of truth rep- 

refent, that all mankind, 

both faints and finners, are dead, 
and yet alive. 

However paradoxical this may 
appear to fome, yet I truft, the 
truth of the pofition may be made 
clearly to appear. 

In the firft place, I would at- 
tend to the moral character of the 
finner, as depicted in facred writ ; 
and attempt to point out, in what 
fenfe he may be faid to be dead. 
The apoftle fays, “we thus judge, 
if one died for all, then were all 
dead.’ In another place, “ you 
hathhe quickened who qwere dead 
in trefpaffes and fins.’’? Again, 
“ awake thou that fleepeft, ari/e 
from the dead.’? Sinners may per- 





tinently be faid to be dead ina 
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moral view: They are fpiritually 
dead, being void of grace and 
fpiritual life. Divine and faving 
grace is a living principle, of which 
they are totally deftitute. They 
are dead in fin, lying under the 
power of it. They are dead in 
trefpaffes and fins ; as the apof- 
tle witneffes—which may intend 
all forts of fins, habitual and ac- 
tual, of heart and life. Sin is 
the death of the foul ; in what- 
ever heart that reigns, there is a 
privation of fpiritual life. 

Unrenewed finners are dead, 
not only in their moral fate, as 
they are deftitute of the principles 
and powers of fpiritual life, and 
cut off from God the fountain of 
life ; but they are dead in daw; 
as a condemned malefactor is faid 
tobe adead man. They are un- 
der afentence of death ; are con- 
demned already ; which fentence 
will affuredly be executed, they 
remaining impenitent and unpar- 
doned. 

There are fome things predi- 
cable of a dead man, which may 
reprefent and elucidate the ftate 
and condition of thofe, who are 
fpiritually dead. The dead know 
not any thing : Death locks up 
the fenfes, feals up all the powers 
and faculties; and fo does a ftate 
of fin, as to any thing fpiritually 
good. If a mountain were laid 
on adead man, he would have no 
fenfe of it ; /o, blind, ftupid, har- 
dened finners have naproper fenfe 
of the evil of fin, which, were 
their eyes duly opened, and the 
exercifes of their hearts regulated, 
would be an intolerable burden to 
them. But this thought may a- 
gain be brought into view in the 
fequel. Again, a dead body is 
unable to quicken and give life to 
itfelf ; fo finners are utterly una- 
ble to exercife fpiritual life, or do 
any thing fpiritually good—as 











fays the apoftle, in me, i. e. in my 
flefh, there dwelleth no good 
thing. It is true, they do not 
lie under any natural inability, as 
dead bodies do : Their impotence 
is altogether of a moral nature ; 
which confifts in wickednefs, per. 


verfenefs and oppofition of heart. 


to all that is good ; all that is 
holy. They have the fame natu- 
ral powers previous as fubequent 
to regeneration ; but they have 
fuch a ftrong and total averfion to 
God, and the methods of his 
grace, and bias of heart to that 


which is evil, that they may be. 


faid to he as morally unable to 


| put forth gracious actions, as a 
| dead man is naturally unable to 


raife himfelf ; fo that their difin- 
clination of heart and prejudice to 
the gofpel plan cf falvation, 
(while that temper of heart re- 
mains unchanged by fovereign 
grace) will preventthe exiftence of 
any exercifes in them which will 
be acceptable to God, and prove 
as fatal to them, as though they 
were under all the natural inabili- 
ty, which fome fuppofe ; or as 
is conceivabie. 

Further—A dead body is m- 
fenfible to beauty or deformity . 
So they who are fpirituaily dead, 
are quite infenfible, and blind to 
moral beauty and deformity. Nev- 
er did one of this character dif- 
cover any real beauty in the moral 


character of Deity; inftead of 


approving of it they are totally 
oppofed to it. They are carnally 
minded ; and fays infpiration, 
“ the carnal mind is enmity a- 
gainft God, is not fubject to his 
law, nor indeed can be.” They 
are far from being pleafed with 
the divine charatter as holy ; for 
they fee no beauty, no lovelinefs 
in holinefs. It is impoffible that 
fuch a character fhould meet the 
approbation of their hearts, it be~ 
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ing diametrically contrary to their 
own. That God hates fin and is 
determined to punifh it, inftead of 
rendering his character beautiful 
in their fight, as it is to all holy 
beings, gives them difguft. And 
they are dead, totally blind tothe 
ory of the way of falvation by 
ae Chrift. Like the unbeliev- 
iag Jews, they difcover no beau- 
ty or form in him, wherefore they 
fhould defire him—and they are 
dead, in that they are quite infen- 
fible of moral deformity. They 
difcern not the evil, odious and 
deteftable nature of fin. Inftead 
of having an averfion to fin, for 
its own fake, as the godly have, 
they love it, and drink it in like 
water; and roll it as a fweet 
morfel under their tongue. And 
they have no realizing fenfe nat- 
urally of their own vilenefs ; and 
how hateful they have rendered 
themfelves to God ; but they are 
wont, through the pride of their 
hearts, to think well of them- 
{elves ; to be fure, much more 
highly of themfelves than they 
ought to think. And then, as 
dead carcafes keep their place and 
are void of motion; fo they, if 
left to a& themfelves, and being 
governed by their natural princi- 
ples, will keep their ground in fin, 
and never move a itep towards 
God, Chrift and preparation for 
heaven. Inftead of ever grow- 
ing any better of themfelves, they 
will wax woyfe and worfe ; treaf- 
ure up to themfelves wrath againft 
the day of wrath, and ripen for 
an aggravated deftruction. Thus 
we fee the propriety of feripture 
declarations, that all unregenerate 
men are dead. 

i would now, in few words, 
fhew, in what fenfe they may be 
faid to be alive. I do not recol- 
Jet, that it is faid in {cripture, in 
fo many words, that all the un- 



































of. Sinners. [Fre 
regenerate, fo long as they ar 
dcititute ofthe fpectal, fait iaten 
| al influences of the Spirit of God, 
are alive, in the fenfe in which 
| I fhall confider this particular ; 
| but I conceive, there is that ex. 
hibited, which is tantamount. 
| St. Paul, {peaking of himfelf in 
| in his natural, unrenewed fate, 
fays, I was alive without the law 
once, i. ¢. he thought himfelf in 
a good condition ; was alive in 
his own opinion and apprehen- 
fion ; was very fecure and confi. 
dent of the goodnefs of his ftate, 
and depended on his own right. 
eoufnefs. ‘Though all men under 
the gofpel, while in their natural, 
unhumbled ftate, may not place 
that dependence on .their own 
righteoufnefs that this apoftle did 
on his ; yet what he fays of him. 
felf, I think, will apply to all, in 
a higher or lower degree ; all are 
naturally of the fame legal tem- 
per ; and whenever any feek fal. 
vation, they do it by the deeds of 
the law. Although they are not 
friendly to the law, yet to that 
they are wont to fly for thelter. 
All men naturally are whole, hav- 
ing no fecling fenfe of their need 
of the only phyfician of fouls.— 
They are very loath to be behol- 
den to Chrift for their falvation in 
the way pointed out in the gof- 
pel. Their proud hearts cannot 
be reconciled to fuch humiliation, 
as to caft themfelves at Chrift’s 
feet for mercy, as helplefs and 
perifhing creatures, and depend 
folely on him for their falvation. 
They are of fuch an unhumbled, 
legal fpirit, that they choofe to 
eftablifh their own righteoufnels. 
How many, being’ unacquainted 
with their own hearts, and the 
fpirituality of the divine law, are 
fo puffed up with their own fup- 
poled goodnefs, that they are rea- 
dy to found the chalienge,-with 
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that proud, felf-fufficient young 
Pharifee, * what lack I yet ?” | 
And to blefs themfelves, like ano- | 
ther of the fame temper, faying 

(intheir hearts at leaf) God I 

thank thee, I am not as other | 
men.’? How many content.them- , 
felves with negatives ? Pechaps 

they fay, Tam no liar, no drunk- | 
ard, no profane {wearer, no thicf, | 
cr unjult perfon, &c. And in 
thefe and fuch like negative vir- | 
tues they place their confidence. | 
Or, pethaps, they perform many | 
external duties to God and man ; | 
and hence they feel rich and have 
need of nothing further to recom- 
mend them to God. And howma- 

ny depend ontheif external privile- 
ges, as well as performances—hke 
the Jews, we have Abraham to 
our father ; and flatterand deceive 
themfelves in one way or another 
in the concerns of their fouls ? 
For fuck reafons how many feel 
alive ? Such confidences may be 
termed the frrong dolds of Satan ; 
for fo long as fuch perfons con- 
tinue under the influence of their 
prefent felf-righteous temper, they 
are his faithful fervants. And 
indeed, thefe may be called the 
finners’ frong bold—that in which 
they intrench themfelves, and feel 
{ecure ; from which all the thun- 
ders of Mount Sinai, and fhafis 
of the divine law will not diflodge 
them. Nothing fhort of the ir- 
refiftible, almighty power and fov- 
ereign _ of God will beat 
them off from their vain confiden- 
ces. Poflibly perfons may be 
awakened by the fpirit, fo that 
their attention to their danger 
may be greatly called up ; but 
this will not materially alter the 
cafe with them ; they /will be of 
the fame legal fpirit ftill; they 
will naturally betake themfelves 
to fome external dutics for fhel- 





Importance of Prayer. 293 


will ever bow and fubmit to him, 
till it is a day of his mighty pow- 
er on their hearts. 

Poffibly fome may imagine, 
that they are willing to accept of 
Chrift ow his own terms, and that 
he fhould have all the honor of 
their falvation; but this is their 
great miftake, if they do not in 
very deed embrace him by faith. 


| To yield to fovereign grace, is 


fo exceedingly contrary to the 
pride of the human heart, that 
if prayers, alms, penances, and 
corporal puaifiments might take 
away guilt, and remove the curfe, 
we fhould fee none proftrate at 
the foot of ‘Chrift. Ifthe fruit 
of the body would atone for the 
fin of the foul, it is thought, men 
would rather give their firft born 
for their tranfpreffions than lie 
empty at the foot of mercy, and 
receive grace as grace. Hence is 
there not prepriety in faying, 
that carnal unrenewed finners are 
alive ? 


(To le continued.) 





On the duty of praying to God to 


raije u;? gocd minifters. 


«© But when he faw the multi- 
tudes, he was moved with com- 
paffion on them, becaufe they 
fainted and were {cattcred abroad, 
as fheep having no fhepherd. 
Then faith he unto his difciptes, 
the harveft truly is plenteous, but 
the laborers are few. Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvet, 
that he will fend forth laborers in- 
to hisharvefi.”” Mat. ix. 36, 375 


38. 


HIS paffage clearly points 
out dn important duty ; a 





ter, but not to Chrit; none 


duty important at all times, but 
| peculiarly fo at particular feafons 
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of which the prefent is thought to 
be one. It was the holy Jefus, 
who was moved with compaffion. 
At what was his compaffion mov- 
ed? It wasmoved at feeing a multi- 
tude of fouls, unprovided with fuit- 
able fpiritual guides. The pitiable 
ftate of fuch he holds up to our 
view in this paflage, under two 
fimilitudes : 1. He likens them 
to a flock of fheep, ftarving and 
feattered for want of a fhepherd to 
feed, guide and protect them. 
2. He compares fouls in this def- 
titute condition to a large and 
promifing harveft, which is going 
back into the ground, and is like- 
ly to be loft for want of reapers 
to gather it in. With this laf 
Gmilitude in view, he calls upon 
his difciples to pray the Lord of 
the harveft to fend forth laborers 
into his harveft. This was as 
much as to call upon them to cry 
mightily unto God, that he would, 
in his wifdom and mercy, raife up, 





[Fes, 


work of all that fucceffion of pro. 
phets, whom God raifed up in If. 
rael, to teach the things of the 
kingdom of Chrift. Chrift him. 
felf, in the day of his flefh, preached 
righteoufnefs in the great congre. 
| gation. And when he afcended up 
| on high, he gave gilts unto men, 
_ even to the rebellious: And a. 
| mong his afcenfion gifts, thefe are 

mentioned as fome of the mof 
| precious, apofiles, prophets, evan- 
| gelifts, paftors and teachers, “for the 
| perfecting of the faints, for the 
| work of the miniftry, for the edi. 
| fying of the body of Chrift.” 
' It is very evident, that Chrift 
viewed a good miniftry as one of 
the greateft bleffings enjoyed by 
his people on earth. He requir- 
ed Peter to teftify his love to him, 
| by feeding his fheep, and lambs., 
Sheep need a fhepherd to lead 
them from one feeding place to 
another ; to prote&t them from 
beafts of prey, and to go in and 





qualify and fend forth holy mini- | out before them. We know that 
{ters of the gofpel, who fhould, | Chrift is the great Shepherd and 
through his bleffing, turn finners | Bithop of fouls; and that if he 
$rom Satan to God, and build up | does not feed and keep the fheep, 
the faints in faith and holinefs. they will faint and be fcattered, 
With this command of Chrift | notwithftanding all that men can 
before us, we propofe to make fe- | do. But as Chrift works by 
veral remarks upon the duty of _ means and inftruments in other 
praying to God to raife up good | things, fo he does in his kingdom 
and faithful minifters of she gof- | of grace. 
pel. Peter, as an inftrument in the 
1. It isimportant that we fhould | hand of the glorious Redeemer, 
have it fixed in our minds, that the | did, on the memorable Pentecoft, 
gofpel miniftry is divinely appoint- | turn three thoufand of the mur- 
ed ; and that it is an appointment | derers of Chrift into his difciples. 





of the higheft confequence to the 
interefts of Chrift’s kingdom. 
There were always teachers of re- 
lizion from the beginning of the 
world. Noah was a preacher of 
righteoufnefs before the flood. 
The prieft’s lips, under the Mofa- 
ic difpenfation, wereto keep know- 
ledge, and the people were to feek 
the law at his mouth. It was the 


| Paul was fent of Chrift to open 
| blind eyes and turn men from Sa- 
| tan to God. In this good work 
he profpered exceedingly. Apol- 
los, tho? a man, * helped them 
much, which had believed through 
grace : he mightily convinced the 
Jews, that Jefus was Chrift.” 
There are witnefles enough a- 


| mong the readers of the Maga 
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zine, who can teftify, either that 
they have had their eyes opened, 
or their bowels refrefhed by the 
minifters of Chrift. This does not 
diminifh their love for their great 
Mafter.—No, they blefs Aim for 
fending his fervants and enabling 
them to be ufeful to their fouls. 
But they are moft feelingly con- 
vinced, that Chrift has appointed, 
and does own the labors of his 
miniftring fervants. 

2. Let it be remarked, that 
there is an important diftinétion 
made, in the feriptures, between 
good and bad minifters. Chrift 
dire&ts us to pray for Jaborers, 
not idlers. Minifters of religion 
are a bleffing or a curfe, accord- 
ing to their character. 
are pious and faithful, they are 
a great bleffing ; if they are them- 


they are commonly a heavy curfe. 


paflion was moved at feeing 
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priefts murdering in the way 4 
confent. Hof. 4 9. toe 
Gocd minifters enter upon the 
miniftry, out of love to Chrift and 
the fouls of men. They are com- 
pared to watchmen, who keep 
awake, and give the warning 
voice, when danger approaches. 
They are good itewards of the 
mytteries of the kingdom of God, 
who bring out of their treafure 
things new and old. They are 
workmen, who need not be afha- 
med, rightly dividing the word of 
life. They give themfelves whol- 
ly to their holy work, that their 


profiting may appear unto all 


' 


men. A good minifter is a man, 


' who takes heed to himfelf and to 


If they 


his doctrine. 


He is eminently a 


; man of prayer. He keeps his heart 
, with all diligence ; and feeks to 
felves unacquainted with religion, | 


be an example to others in all ho- 


ly living. He not only preaches 
At the time when Chrift’s com- the word in feafon, but out of 


the | feafon. 


He does not content 


people like fheep fcattered without | himfelf with that merely, which 
a fhepherd, there was no want of | will procure him the reputation of 


teachers, fuch as they were. The 
land was full of priefts and levites, 
fcribes and lawyers. Thefe pre- 
tended to inftru& the people in 
the knowledge of God: But, 
alas! they had taken away the 
key of knowledge: They had 
fhut up the kingdom of heaven 
againft thofe who were entering. 
Chri& compared them to blind 
men, who had undertaken to lead 
and guide the blind. He told 
what the natural confequence 
would be, that both the guides 
and the guided would fall inte the 
ditch, that is, into remedilefs ru- 
in. In the ancient church we 
read of falfe prophets, who pro- 
phefied f{mooth things ; who 
prophefied deceits ; who cried 
peace, peace, when there was no 
peace : And what is very furprif- 
ing, we read of a company of 


, 





a good clergyman : It is the good 
of fouls and the glory of his Maf- 
ter, which he feeks. Thefe con- 
ftrain him to fill up his time with 
ufefulnefs.§ And when he has 
done all, he feels like an unprof- 
itable fervant. If he has not 
come behind the chiefeft apoftles, 
ftill he will feel that. he is nothing 
—that it is by the grace of God, 
that he is what he is, and that he 
has done what he has done. He 
willalfo feel, that with all his ufe- 
fulnefs, he is infinitely in debt to 
divine juftice and for many things 
needs pardon. It is men of this 
ftamp, whom we are to defire to 
be fent into Chrift’s harveft.— 
Such, and fuch only will /aber to 
gather the harveft into the Lord’s. 

rner. 

3. The Lord of the harvett, 
that is, the God of the fpirits of 
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all flefh, can fend forth Jaborers | 
into his harvett. This thought | 
fhould be deeply impreffed on our | 
mind, or we fhall not comply with | 
the duty enjoined by Chrift, in| 
the f{cripture now before us. It 


is the God of Zion, who makes | 
every man, and endues him with | 


fuch powers and talents as he fees 


fit. 


aman very ufeful in the gofpel 
miniftry. Thefe the Creator can 
interweave in the very conftitu- 
tion of the creature he is forming. 
Divine grace, or a renovated heart, | 
is an indifpenfible requifite for a | 
gofpel minifter: This it is the | 
work of Ged to beltow. All| 
hearts are in his hand, and he can 

create anew juft as many as it 

pleafeth him. In addition to 


natural gifts and fupernatural ; 
grace, fome appropriate initruc- 
&, . 


tion is neceffary to qualify one to 
become an able preacher of the 
word. This alfo God can be- | 
ftow ; that is, he can order it fo 
in his providence, that thofe, who 
are otherwife qualified, fhould net 
be wanting in education. The 
Head of the church is never at 
alofs for meansaid infltruments 
for the edification of his body. 
He can raife up, qualify, and fend | 
forth fuch men as are needed.— 
To fend forth laborers requires | 
the great power of God. He can 
make them willing to go iuto the | 
wildernefs and look up his fcat- 
tered fheep ; he can make them | 
willing to go among the favage 
tribes, and jeopard their lives, to | 
win fouls to Chrift. He can fo. 
difpofe of his laborers, that there , 
fhall be no part of his vineyard | 
left uncultivated. The providence | 
of God is very much concerned in 
this matter. 

4. Chrift has evidently made it | 
our duty to pray to God to fur- 
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Certain peculiar natural en- | 
dowments are neceffary to make | 


for them. 


{Fs 8. 


nifh us with good minifters,— 
“ Pray, ye therefore the Lord of 
the harveft, that he will fend fort 
laborers into his harveft.” Thig 
18 One important way of obtainine 
every bleffing, which we need. 
« In every thing, by prayer and 
fupplication, with thankfgiving, 
let your requefts be made knowa 
to God.’ This is a matter of the 
higheft confequence, therefore we 
fhould pray mach about it. We 
fhould go to God, with a con. 


fidence, that he feels infinitely 
_ more interefted in this matter than 


we do—that he is perfecily able 
to grant our moft enlarged re- 
quefts, and that he will be fought 
unto by the houfe of Ifrael to do 
fuch things for them. When we 
pray to God for this bleffing, we 
afk for that, which is nearly coa- 
neted with his glory and the 
good of immortal fouls. This 
will embolden us in our petitions, 
and lead us to be importunate at 
the throne of grace. If prayer 
would do nothing towards obtain- 
ing holy laborers to work i 
Chrift’s harveft, he would not 
have directed his difciples to pray 
Neither let us fuppote 
that he dire&ted them to pray for 


_abieffing, which he was not wil- 


ling to.beftow. He is more wil- 
ing to beftow good minifters on 
his churches than they are to afl 
for them. 

5. It appears from the pailage 
before us, that there may be 
times, when there is a {pecial call, 


_ in providence, to the duty of pray- 


ing to Godto raife up and fend 
forth laborers into his harvet. 

hriit called his difciples to this 
duty, in view of multitudes, who 
were {cattered like fheep without, 
afhepherd. He tells them, The 
harveft truly is plenteous, but the 
laborers are few. There feemed, 
at that time, te ke a peculiarly 
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reat difproportion between the 
Lark, which needed to be done, 
and the laborers to do it. ‘There 
were many people in the land of 
Ifrael : thefe had very few teach- 
ers, whom Chrift reckoned of any 


value. The time had now almoft 
come, when the word of life was 
to be fent to the gentiles. Thefe 
made an extenfive harveft, into 
which it was neceflary that labor- 
ers fhould be fent. It needed 
many fpiritual reapers to gather 
in fo large a harveft ; ‘* but the 
laborers were few.’? This gave 
force to the command of Chrift, 
to pray for more laborers. 

It has already been fuggefted, 
that the prefent is an important 
crifis, in which the duty, enjoin- 
ed by Chrift, is peculiarly urgent. 
The harveft now is truly plente- 
ous ; but the laborers ate few. 
The fields in many parts of Chrift- 
endom, appear to be whitening to 
the harveft ; and more laborers 
feem to be needed to gather in 
this harveft of fouls. There is 
more of a hearing ear than there 
has been for years paft. Now 
good minifters have a good op- 
portunity to be ufeful to their fel- 
low men. There is a great and 
effe€tual door fet open, and there 
are many adverfaries. This makes 
a peculiar call for able, pious and 
indefatigable minifters, who will 
be inftant in feafon and out of fea- 
fon. ‘The new fettlements in this 
country open a very extenfive field 
for fpiritual laborers. There, the 
words of Chrift may be adopted, 
with the utmoft propriety, ‘The 
harveft truly is plenteous ; but 
the laborers are few.”? Hundreds 
of minifters are very much needed 
to fupply the new American fet- 
tlements. In thofe fettlements, 
from all that we can learn, the 
people are fainting, and feattered 
abroad, as fheep having no fhep- 

Vou.-III.. No. 8. 
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herd. The Miffionary Societies 
have done much ; but ftill the 
people muft be, in a great mea- 
fure, ina fcattered condition, for 
want of more ftated paftors. A 
fupply of thefe cannot be obtain- 
ed, becaufe the laborers are few. 
A view of their deftitute condi- 
tion fhould move our compaffion, 
and lead us to pray earneftly to 
the Lord of the harveft to fend 
forth laborers. Think, you, who 
fit under the droppings of the 
fan&tuary, and every fabbath day 
hear the preached gofpel,—think 
how you would feel to be placed 
in fuch a fituation, as to fee no 
houfe of worfhip, once a year, ner 
hear the found of the preached 
gofpel, unlefs there fhould chance 
to come a travelling preacher that 
way. While you prize your pri- 
vilege of the preached word, pray 
that your fellow Chriftians, and 
fellow men may enjoy the fame. 
There is a wide field now open- 
ing in the heathen world, in which 
the minifters of Chrift are called 
to labor. ‘ How hall thefe 
Pagans believe on Him, of whom 
they have not heard ? And how 
fhall they hear without a preacher? 
And how fhall they preach except 
they be fent?”” And we may add, 
how fhall we expe€t the Lord of the 
harveft will fend them forth, un- 
lefs, according to his command, 
we pray to him that he would do 
it? There are millions of men, 
in heathen countries, perifhing for 
lack of vifion. God has of late 
made them to be pitied of their 
fellow finners, who enjoy the light 
of the gofpel. Something is 
done $ more is attempting ; and 
there is room for ftill greater exer~ 
tions; Money is wanted to carry 
thefe benevolent defigns intoeffe&; 
but oly miniflers are needed more. 
It requires men of an apoftolic 
{pirit to go forth among the hea- 
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then, and preach Jefus Chrift, 
and him crucified. For the raif- 
ing up of fuch men, we fhall ar- 
dently pray, if we truly defire 
that the fulnefs of the Gentiles 
may come into the gofpel church. 
Tf the day is now approaching, as 
fome fuppofe, when the refidue 
of men are to feek the Lord, when 
the ends of the earth are to re- 
member and turn unto the Lord, 
then there is a peculiar call to us 
in Providence, to pray that the 
angel may fly through the midft 
of heaven, who has the everlafting 
gofpel to preach. 

This fubjeé&t,my praying friends, 
furnifhes you, with much work, 
which you will love todo. You 
love Jefus. You love the fouls 
for whom he died. You long to 
fee him formed in them the hope 
éf glory. How often have you 
wifhed that you could proclaim 
to every creature the beauties and 
excellencies of your Saviour. It 
has been mufic in your ears to fit 
and hear thebleffed gofpel. “Oh,” 
faid you then, “that all could 
hear this joyful found! Had I 
the wings of a dove, I could fly 
to the ends of the earth to pro- 
claim the glories of Immannuel. 
Oh, how I pity thofe poor, be- 
nighted, wicked Pagans, who are 
now bowing before their fenfe- 
Jefs idols, while I worhhip Jeho- 
vah, through the mediation of his 
Son !”? Have you had thefe feel- 
ings, my Chriftian friends—then 
you will not object to the duty 
now urged.—It is not immediate- 
ly a demand upon you to go a- 
mong the heathen to preach the 
gofpel ; but to pray that the 
Lord of the harveft would fupply 
them and others with laborers. 
Prayer is a duty, which you dear- 
ly love. Now if you can do 
fomething to benefit immortal 
fouls, and not go out of your clo. 
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{ets to do it, furel you will not 


obje&. In your clofet and pray- 
er meeting, you may, as it were, 
preach the gofpel to the Otaheit. 
ean and tothe African. In thefe 
humble retirements, you may do 
much towards fupplying the 
Chickefaws and Chippeways and 
other favage tribes on our bor. 
ders, with the preaching of the 
unfearchable riches of Chrift, 
For it is written, * Afk and ye 
fhall receive :”? “ The effe€tual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much :’? ‘ Pray the 
Lord of the harveft, that he will 
fend forth laborers into his har. 
veft:’? Andhe hath never faid unto 


| the feedof Jacob, /eek ye me in vain, 


All have not a call to go forth 
and preach the gofpel ; but all 
have a call to pray to God to fend 
forth gofpel preachers. Here is 
no diftinétion between male and 
female. Chrift has feen fit, for 
wife reafons, to command that 
“women keep filence in the 
churches.” ‘ Itis not permitted 
unto them”? publicly “to {peak,” 
and preach the gofpel. But wo- 
men may pray to God to fupply 
his churches with able teachers, 
and to raife up fuitable miffiona- 
ries to fend into the heathen 
world. Sifters in Chrift ! hereis 
a way by which you may do 
much, and not go out of your 
own fphere, to help forward the 
beft of caufes, the caufe, which, 
of all others, lies neareft your 
hearts. Enter into your inner 
chambers, and bow yourfelves 
before the moft high God, and 
plead for Zion. Be followers of 
your amiable fifter, Sufanna An- 
thony, who eminently lived a hfe 
of prayer. By her Catton are 
dent and importunate prayers for 
the minifters of Chrift, for the 
people of God and for a world 


Jying in wickednefs, fhe probably 
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did more towards advancing the 
good caufe than many of the 
other fex, who have been piouf- 
ly devoted to the work of preach- 
ing the gofpel, all their days. 
You have no call, in Providence, 
to leave your homes to travel in 
the new fettlements, and among 
the heathen tribes to preach the 
gofpel of your Saviour ; but if 
you prefer Jerufalem above your 
chief joy, your prayers will travel 
into thefe remote corners of the 
earth : And wherever your pray- 
érs travel among the children of 
Adam, you will moft ardently 
cry, “ Lord, here let thy gofpel 
be preached !” My mothers ! 
my fifters ! there is an urgent call 
for your affiftance in building the 
tabernacle of the Lord. Let me 
afk, could you not redeem a little 
more time from your domeftic bu- 
finefs for the devotion of the clo- 
fet 2? Could you not alfo redeem 
fome time from fafhionable vifits, 
in which you commonly find but 
little food for grace, to vifit the 
mercy feat to pray for-this, among 
other things, that God would 
raife up thofe minifters, which the 
church and world feem fo much 
to need? This is not meant asa 
reflection, but is defigned to * ftir 
up your pure minds, by way of 
remembrance.”’ 

Let men and women in every 
rank and condition in life look a- 
round, and fee what a great and 
plenteous harveft there is, and how 
few laborers—then let them hear 
the command of Chrift addreffed 
to them, Pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harveft, that he will 
fend forth laborers into his har- 
wef.” Agreeable to the fpirit of 
this command, you will feel the 
importance of praying for a blef- 
fing on thofe laborers, whom the 
Lord of the harveft has already 
fent forth. * Brethren, pray for 
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us.” The minifters of the gof- 
pel fhould never be forgotten in 
the prayers of the faints. ‘Thofe 
minifters, who love their Matter 
and his caufe, need your prayers 
for them, that their love may be 
increafed more and more—that 
they may be divinely affiited in 
their ftudy of the fcriptures—that 
they may be directed, from time 
to time, to the choice of thofe 
particular texts and fubjects, which 
will be moft fuitable and edify- 
ing—that they may know how to 
take care of the church of God, 
and that they may be kept from 
falling into fin, and be diftin- 
guifhed examples of piety to their 
fellow men. 

Thofe, who have entered into 
the minifterial work, without a 
perfonal acquaintance with the 
experimental part of religion (and 
it cannot be thought uncharita- 
ble to fuppofe fuch cafes exift) 
claim the tendereft and devoutett 
prayers of the family of Chrift. 
They have this claim, whether 
their good, or the good of the 
Chriftian Church is the objec in 
view. Togo into outer darknefs 
from the communion table mutt be 
dreadful ; but to go from the pr/- 
pit muft be ftill more difreffing. 
To preach the way of life to others, 
and then be caft away him/elf is a 
thought inexpreflibly dreadful ! 
Pray then, fervently pray, that 
thofe who have undertaken to 
point out the road to heaven, 
without themfelvesbeing acquaint- 
ed with it, may be faved from the 
moft awful punifhment, and be 
made the moft fignal trophies of 
grace. You are alfo invited to 
pray for fuch minifters from love 
to fouls. As they now be, they 
are a great injury to fouls. They, 
generally, corrupt the word of 
God, {peak fmooth things and 
caufe the Holy One of Lirael to 
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ceafe from before their hearers. 
Were theireyes fpiritually opened, 
they would probably make the 
moit ufeful minifters. Read the 
life of the Rev. Thomas Scott of 
London—fee what he was—fee 
what he iss—Who can calculate 
the difference of ufefulnefs be- 
tween the former and latter part 
of this man’s life! Whence this 
difference ? The folution is plain 
to thofe who have read his narra- 
tive, entitled “ the Force of 
Truth.”—Throughinfinite grace, 
the blind guide had his eyes open- 
ed! And now he preacheth the 
faith which he once deftroyed ; 
though even then he claimed to be 
called a minifter of Chrift. Other 
inftances of the like kind are not 
wanting, and could be produced. 
Infinite grace can convert uncon- 
verted minifters, and make them 
minifters indeed! While, there- 
fore, Chriftians are exhorted to 
pray to God to raife up new min- 
iflers, let them not forget to pray 
that fuch as are old in office, but 
ignorant of heart religion, may 
be made new to their own joy, 
and to the great benefit of im- 
mortal fouls. 

While we feel the importance 
of praying to God to fupply his 
churches with pafors, and the 
world with evangelifls, we fhould 
by no means forget to cry to him 
to fhed down his Spirit abundantly 
upon our colleges and feminaries 
of learning. If thefe are vifited 
with’ copious influences from on 
high, the profpeét will be very 
agreeable, that Zion will not want 
of her fons to lead her by the 
hand. Let us alfo pray that pi- 
ous youth, poffeffed of natural a- 
bilities and gifts, may be inclin- 
ed to take pains to get fuch an 
education, as will qualify them to 
be able to teach others. If any 


of us have fons of this defcription, 





Miffionary Society of ConneGicut. 








fFes. 


let. us, if it is in our power, help 
them forward into this diftinguith- 
ed fphere of ufefulnefs. If we 
have no fons, let us help forward 
other youths of our conneétions, 
or ge, a who promife fair 
to make excellent gofpel minifters. 
Perhaps, there are few ways, in 
which we may do more towards 
advancing the kingdom of Chritt 


in this fallen world. 
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Ata Meeting of the Truftees of the 
Mijffionary Society of Connedicut, 
at Hartford, Fanuary 6th, A.D. 
1803. 

Voted, That the Editors of 
the Conneéticut Evangelical Mag- 
azine be requefted to publifh in 
the Magazine the Act of the 
General Affembly of the State, 
incorporating the Board of Truf- 
tees; the Addrefs of the Board 
tothe Minifters and People of the 
State ; and the Narrative on the 
fubjeét of miffions, together with 
a ftatement of the Funds of the 
Society : Part to be publifhed in 
the February, and the remainder 
in the March Magazine : And 
that this Vote be prefixed to the 
fame. 

A true Copy of Record, 

Atteft, 
Ase Furint, Secr’y. 


An Aa to incorporate the Trustees 
of the Missionary Societr of 
Connecticut, paffed by the 
General Affembly of the State of 
Connecticut, at their feffion 
holden at New-Haven, in faid 
State, the fecond Thurfday of Oc- 
tober A. D. 1802. 


HEREAS the General 
A ffociation of Miniftersin 
this State convened at Hebron on 
the 21ft day of June, A. D. 
1798, formed themfelves into a 
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Miffionary Society under a con- 
ftitution, containing the following 
articles :-— 

Article 1. This Society thall 
be known by the name of the Mif- 
fionary Society of Conneéticut. 

Art. 2. The General A ffocia- 
tion of the State of Connecticut, 
fhall be the faid Miffionary Soci- 
ety. 

TAs: 3. The General A ffocia- 
tion fhall annually by ballot, ap- 
point twelve Truftees, whereof fix 
fhall be clergymen and fix fhall be 
brethren of the churches, who 
fhall condu& the bufinefs of the 
Society in the manner hereafter 
defcribed. 

Art. 4. The objeé of this So- 
ciety fhall be to Chriftianize the 
Heathen in North America, and 
to fupport and promote Chriftian 
knowledge in the New Settle- 
ments within the United States, 
and both fhall be purfued as cir- 
cumftances fhall point out, and as 
the Truftees underthe fuperintend- 
ence of the General Affociation 
fhall direct. 

Art. 5. The General A ffocia- 
tion and the Truftees fhall adopt 
fuch meafures from time to time 
for raifing funds as they {hall 
judge expedient. 

Art. 6. The Truftees thall have 
power to apply the funds of the 
Society according to their difcre- 
tion, in all cafes in which they 
fhall not be limited by the Gen- 
eral A ffociation, or by the donors. 
They fhall correfpond with other 
Miflionary Societies, fhall have 
power to appoint and difmifs Mif- 
fionaries, to pay them, and gener- 
ally to tranfaét all bufinefs necef- 
fary to attain the ends of the So- 
ciety ; and fhall be paid their ne- 
ceflary expenfes, but nothing for 
their fervices. 

Art. 7. The Truftees hall an- 
nually appoint a Secretary, who 
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fhall keep a fair account of their 
proceedings. They fhall alfo ap. 
point a Chairman, who, with four 
of the Truftees, fhall be a quorum 
to tranfact bufinefs, or if the fta- 
ted Chairman fhall not be prefent, 
any feven of the Truftees fhall be a 
quorum. 

Art. 8. The Chairman fhall 
have power to calla meeting of 
the Truftees at his difcretion, by 
letters Icft with them, or at the 
houfes of their refidence ; and it 
fhall be his duty to call fuch meet- 
ing whenever requefted by two of 
the Truftees ; and in cafe of the 
death of the Chairman, or of his 
abfence from the State, any two 
Truftees are hereby impowered to 
call a meeting. 

Art. g. The General A flocia.. 
tion fhall annually appoint a Trea- 
furer and an Auditor of accounts : 
and the Treafurer fhall exhibit both 
to the General Affociation, and 
to the Truttees, the ftate of the 
Treafury, whenever he fhall be 
called upon for that purpofe. 

Art. 10. The 'Truftees fhall an- 
nually exhibit to the General Af- 
fociation, a particular account of 
the Miffionariesemployedby them, 
of places to which they are fent ; 
of the miffions ; of the ftate of 
the funds, of the receipts and ex- 
penditures ; and of whatever re- 
lating to this inftitution the Gen- 
eral Affociation fhall require. 

Art. 11. The Truftees and all 
the officers of this Society fhall 
enter on their refpe€tive offices on 
the firft Wednefday of September 
annually ; and fhall continue in 
office for one year. 

Art. 12. The Truftees thall 
hold their firft meeting at the 
State Houfe in Hartford on the 
firft Wednefday of September 
next at 11 o’clock A. M. and in 
every year thereafter, they fhall 
meet at the fame time and place, 



























302 


unlefs otherwife ordered by the 
General A flociation. 

Art. 13. If on experience, it 
fhall be found neceffary to alter 
this Conftitution, an alteration 
may be made by the General Af 
fociation at their flated feffion ; 
but not without having been 
drawn up in writing and lying un- 
der confideration one year; nor 
unlefs at leaft two thirds of the 
General Affociation fhall adopt 
faid alteration. 


And whereas by dire&tion of 
the General Affociation, the faid 
Truftees have applied to this Af- 
fembly for corporate powers, the 
better to enable them to execute 
the truft repofed in them, and ef- 
pecially in what regards the funds, 
and intereft committed to their 
care: 





P T) © it ena&ed by the Go- 
ar. 1. . 

vernor and Council 
and Houfe of Reprefentatives in 
General Court affembled, That his 
honor John Treadwell and the 
honorable Roger Newberry, Jon- 
athan Brace, Aaron Auftin, John 
Davenport, jun. and Jedidiah 
Huntington, Efq’rs, and the Rev. 
Meffrs. Nathan Williams, D. D. 
Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. Levi 
Hart, D. D. Cyprian Strong, 
Nathan Strong, D. D. and Na- 
than Perkins, D. D. the prefent 
Truftees of faid Miffionary Socie- 
ty and their fucceffors for the time 
being, be and they hereby are 
conktituted a body politic and cor- 
porate by the name and title of 
the * Truftees of the Miflionary 
Society of Conneéticut,”” and by 
that name they are hereby made 
capable in law, to have, purchafe, 
receive, poffefs and enjoy to them 
ih and their fucceffors, lands, tene- 
7 ments, hereditaments, rents, mo- 
hye nies, goods, chattels and effects, 
of what kind or quality foever, to 
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any amount not exceeding One 
Hundred Theufand Dollars in the 
whole, and the fame to fell, grant 
or alien in any manner confiftent 
with the true intent and meanin 
of the donors or grantors thereof 
to fue and to be fued, to plead 
and be impleaded, to defend and 
to be defended in all courts within 
this ftate, or elfewhere, to fubmit 
any matter of difpute or contro- 
verfy concerning their rights or 
intereft to the award of arbitra- 
tors ; to have a common feal and 
the fame to break and renew at 
pleafure; alfo, to make and exe- 
cute fuch by-laws and regulations, 
as they fhall deem necefflary or 
convenient for the well ordering 
and difpofing of the concerns of 
the truft committed to them, pur- 
fuant to the conftitution under 
which they do or may act from 
time to time, provided they be 
not contrary to the laws of this 
State, or of the United States. 
2. Be it further enadied, 'That 
if the General Affociation thal] 
at any time negleé to appoint the 
Truftees or a T'reafureror Auditor 
of accounts within the proper 
time, fo as they may enter on 
their refpeftive offices on the firft 
Wednefday of September annual- 
ly ; the Truftees and fuch other 
officers fhall continue in office un- 
til the General Affociation fhall 
make a new choice; and in cafe 
of fuch negleét, and the death, 
refignation or removal out of this 
ftate of any fuch Truftee or officer, 
the board of Truftees fhall, if they 
think it effential to the intereft of 
the inftitution, fill fuch vacancy, 
the perfon fo appointed, to can- 
tinue in office until the General 
Affociation fhall make a new 
choice as aforefaid—and if the 
office of Treafurer or Auditor fhall 
become vacant as aforefaid, with- 


in the year, the Truftees fall forth- 
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with fill fuch vacancy.—Provi- 
_ ded always, hat it thall be the 
duty of the faid Truftees to lay 
before the General Affembly an- 
nually, an account of their receipts 
and expenditures and of fuch al- 
terations as may be made in the 
aforefaid Conftitution by the Gen- 
eral Affociation and a fummary 
of their proceedings and fuccefs— 
and it fhall be in the power of the 
General Affembly to difallow, 
and fet afide any alterations of the 
faid Conftitution made as afore- 
faid at their difcretion.—Provi- 
ded alfo, that this a& or any part 
thereof may be altered or repeal- 
ed by the General Affembly. 


An Addrefs from the Trustees 
OF THE Misstonary Soeie- 
ty oF Connecticut to the 
Minifters and people of the ftate : 
With a Narrative on the fubjed 
of Miffions, and a flatement of 
the Funds of the Society, for the 
year 1802. 


HEN the Truftees of the 
Miffionary Society of 
ConneGticut confider the {mall 
beginnings of the miffionary butfi- 
nef{s, in the deliberations and exer- 
tions of particular gentlemen, and 
particular affociations, who fent 
out Miffionaries into feveral of the 
new fettlements, wholly at their 
own expenfe, and that of the Mif- 
fionaries who undertook thofe ar- 
duous labors, and the uncertainty 
which there then was of any pub- 
lic or general fupport ; when they 
refle& on the progrefs which has 
been made in the bufinefs, and the 
good which has been effected, 
they hold themfelves bound in du- 
ty to acknowledge the divine 
Providence, confpicuoufly watch- 
mg over, foftering and fucceeding 
it, from its very commencement 
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to the prefent time. Wholly 
without funds, and without an 
certainty how they could be ob- 
tained, the important obje&t was 
undertaken, under a deep fenfe of 
duty and ftrong defires, as they 
humbly conceive, to advance the 
kingdom of the dear Redeemer in 
the inftru€tion and falvation of 
men. Yet from the moment that 
this charitable and noble defign 
commenced, neither Miffionaries 
to carry it into execution, nor 
money to fupport them have been 
wanting. The honorable legifla- 
ture have patronized the defign ; 
and the charity of the people, and 
the fuccefs of the miffions have 
exceeded the moft fanguine ex- 
pectations. TheTrufteesacknowl- 
edge this to be the Lord’s do- 
ings and it is marvellous in their 
eyes. They afcribe all the fuc- 
cefs and glory to him. To him, 
they defire not only to give 
thanks themfelves, but pray that 
they may alfo be given by all the 
churches of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
They are happy, and it is with 
joy and thanksgiving, that they 
are able now to lay before the 
public fuch an account of the fuc- 
cefs of the miflions, the increafe 
of their funds, of the ftate of the 
Society, and the profpeéts of its 
extenfive influence and ufefulnefs 
as will evince that the divine {miles 
have never more manifeftly at- 
tended the inftitution than in the 
courfe of the laft year. This in- 
deed adds greatly to their plea- 
fure, that while thefe circum- 
ftances afford them peculiar fatis- 
faction, they will alfo excite 
the joy and thanksgiving of all 
thofe who wifh well to Jerufalem. 
Under thefe impreflions, the 
Truttees requeft the attention of 
the minifters and people of the 
{tate to the following narrative. 
During the year 1802, the 
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Rev. Mefirs. Fofeph Badger and 
Ezekiel F. Chapman, have labored 
as Miffionaries in New Conneéti- 
cut; the Rev. Meflrs. Seth Wil: 
Lifton, Fedidiab B ufbnell, Fames W. 
Woodward and William F. Miller 
in the ftate of New-York ; the 
Rev. Mefirs. Solomon Morgan, 
Alexander Gillet, Fobn Willard, 
gun. Samuel Leonard, Fedidiah 
Bufhnell and William F. Miller in 
the ftate of Vermont. 

The following fummary of their 
labors and extra¢ts from their jour- 
nals will give a view of the flate of 
miffions for the paft year and part 
of the preceding. 

In the laft narrative the Rev. 
Fofeph Badger is mentioned as 
having then recently returned 
from a tour of 14 months to New 
Conne¢ticut. During that tour, 
he vifited every fettlement which 
was then formed, and almoft eve- 
ry family. He alfo vifited all the 
{chools ; catechifed the children 
and gave them religious inftruc- 
ticn ; preached almoft daily, at- 
tended conferences frequently, 
and performed much muinitterial 
fervice. He occafionally went in- 
to the ftate of Pennfylvania, where 
he attended two  Prefbyteries, 
preached fundry times and vifite 
feveral {chools aad families. At 
Auttinburg, he formed a church 
confiting of 14 members, and 
here and at other places admimf- 
tered the Chriftian ordinances.— 
Moft of the inhabitants appeared 
friendly to religious inflitutions, 
and were pleafed with having a 
Miffionary to preach to them oc- 
cafionally, till the fettlements fhall 
become fo large as to enable them 

to fettle minifters. Some of the 
people, it is true, were unfriendly 
to religion and openly exprefled 
their oppofition to the truth, and 
a determination to exert them- 
{elves to prevent the fuccels of 





Miffionaries. The country is ex- 
tenfive ; the fettlements as yet 
fcattered and generally fmall, but 
rapidly increafing. A wide field 
is opening in that territory for 
miffionary labors, and there is 
great need that in this their in: 
fant fate they fhould be affifted by 
the exertions of their more favor. 
ed friends in the old fettlements 
of New-England. _ 

In the months of September and 
Oober, Mr. Badger, in company 
with the Rev. Thomas Hughes and 
George Blue Jacket, fon of an 
Indian chief, who had been living 
with Mr. Hughes, and who had 
embraced the Chriftian religion, 
vifited the Indians at the Miami 
villages. They went at the re- 
queft of one of the Pennfylvania 
Prefbyteries, to propofe to the In- 
dians to agree to live together in 
towns, to cultivate land, and to 
receive Mifflionaries to teach 
them religion and inftrué& their 
children. They had feveral con- 
ferences with fome of the chiefs 
on the fubje&t, whe, having held 
a grand council, told them they 
would give them a decifive anfwer 
ia the fpring. They were treat- 
ed kindly by the Indians, many of 
whom they found partially civiliz- 
ed, and poffeffing fome faint ideas 
of the Chriftian religion, which 
they had obtained from Roman 
Catholic Miffionaries formerly fent 
among them by the French.— 
There appearshowever little prof- 
pect that any thing can be done 
among thofe Indians at prefent, 
to any good effect. 

Mr. Badger, returned to New- 
England the firft of January lait, 
and being reappointed a Miffiona- 
ry by the Truftees, went again in 
the {pring to New-Conneéticut, 
where, after a very‘lengthy and fa- 
tiguing journey, he arrived, with 


his family, the firft or May. Ne 
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articular account of his miffiona- 
ry labors fince that time has as yet 
been received from him. Ina 
letter dated November 19, 1802, 
he mentions that he had preached 
in about twenty different fettle- 
ments, fince his arrival in that 
country ; and that he had form- 
ed a church at Hudfon confifting 
of 14 members. He reprefents 
the fettlements as ftanding in great 
need of miffionary labors, to pre- 
vent the growth of error, and to 
encourage and affift the people in 
the eftablifhment of religious in- 
ftitutions. 

The Rev. Ezekiel F. Chapman, 
as mentioned in the laft narrative, 
left Hartford in November 1801, 
as a Miflionary to New-Connecti- 
cut. He reached that country 
the beginning of December ; 
where he has continued to the pre- 
fent time, and is expected to re- 
main until the enfuing {pring.— 
Several letters have been received 
from him, from which it appears 
that he has preached in moft of 
the fettkements, and in fome of 
them feveral times ; that he has 
vifited fchools, catechifed and in- 
ftruéted children, attended confer- 
ences, adminiftered the Chriftian 
ordinances, and performed other 
minifterial duties, wherever divine 


Providence opened a door for his | 
| God was about to appear to build 


labors. 

Ina letter dated September 10, 
Mr. Chapman writes as follows : 
*‘ The following is an account of 
‘ the fermons I have preached and 
‘of the towns in which they were 
‘ preached. g in Auftinburg, 12 
‘in No. 11, 5th Range, 6 in No. 
‘11, 8th Range, 2 in No. to, 
‘oth Range, 1 in No. g, 10th 
‘ Range, g in Cleaveland, 11 in 
‘ Hudfon, 1 in Thompfon, 6 in 
‘No. 13, rf Range, 14 in Nos. 
‘ 5 and 6, 1ft Range, 3 in No. 5, 
‘2d Range, 3 in No. 4, 2d 
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‘ Range, 7 in Pennfylvania, 2 in 
‘ Young’s town, 8 in No. 1, gd 
‘ Range, 6 in Boardman, 6 in No. 
‘1, 6th Range, 2 in Palmyra, 
‘rin No. 1, 7th Range, 1 ia 
‘ No. 2, 8th Range, and 6 in No. 
3, 8th Range. 

“© T have vifited the families in 
the towns before mentioned, and 
publicly catechifed the children 
whenever I judged it expedient. 
In places where the ordinances 
are not adminiltered, where the 
means of public, religious in- 
ftruction are not enjoyed, reli- 
gion infenfibly lofes ground, and 
prayer in the family and clo- 
fet is generally omitted. The 
confequences of thefe things are 
infidelity, ftupidity and licen- 
tioufiels. 

“ IT have been kindly received 
in every place which I have vif- 
ited; and have been . favored 
with the belt accommodation 
which the country affords. I 
* have been welcomed by all the 
* familics which I have vifited, ag 
“aman, and by mott families, [ 
‘ believe, as a minifler of Chrift.” 

In his letters Mr. C. mentions 
feveral places in Pennfylvania, and 
fome of the fettlements in New- 
Conneticut, where there was an 
increafing attention to religion, 
and an animating profpect that 
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up Zion in the weftern wildernefs ; 
while in other places a great de- 
gree of ftupidity prevailed, and 
but little encouragenient was giv- 
ento Miffionaries. He laments 
the fearcity of religious books in 
that new country, and exprefles a 
{trong defire that the inhabitants 
of Conneéticut would continue 
and increafe their donations to 
the Miffionary Society, that the 
Truftees may be enabled not only. 
to fend out a greater number of 
Miffionaries, but that they may 
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¢ bors ; may he incline us to fill 
‘ the glorious tabernacle which he 
opers ! J think it muft be ac- 
knowledged that God has 
© crowned the miflionary exertions 
“of our land to the falvation of 
‘thoufands of fouls. May the 
« fame bleffed hand, condué& the 
¢ benevolent work, until the pro- 
‘ sete in the covenant of redemp- 
‘tion fhall be fulfilled among the 
‘ ot hen, and our favage tribes 
‘ praife the name of the Lord !” 
In September lat, Mr. James 
WV. Wocdward, returned from a 
miffionary tour to the fettlements 
on Black Riverand parts adjacent. 
In his journal he fays, “ I fpent 
‘eight months, ps forming mif- 
‘ fionary labor in the fevicments 


tal 


no 





‘upon Black River and the adja- | 


cent fottlements in the counties 
of Oncida and Herkemer, flate 
of New-York. J travelled more 
than 18co mules, and preached 
164 times. I travelled down 
the Black River four times, vif- 
ited once the fettlements 
Pearch River and Cattith Creek, 
three times a flourifhing fettle- 
ment upon Sandy Cree Re twice 
the fettlements upon Fifh Creek, 
whic th cr npties oO n ida laké, 
vice the fettle:nents in the 
ori craiit. 
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Ty Vas favor ally reccived by 
peop sé} in generat, many of whom 
rejoiced at the exertions which 
‘ were making to fpread the gof- 
pel in the world, and were dif- 
pofed to contribute fomething 
of their earthly fubitance to pro- 
mote this cefirable obj: a The 


“~ 


* 


a 


a 


a 


‘ profpedl of fuecefs attending the 
‘ufo of the means of prace in this 


‘couctry is brighter than it has 
been tn any former period. 
Thouch ‘there has been no gen- 
‘eral revival of religion, God | 


has in feveral places fhewn his | 


“~ 
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wonderful power and grace in jholy {criptures ; fince it is fo of- 
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‘ convincing finners and edifying 
‘ his people. 

‘¢ The field for miffionary labor 
upon the Black River and ad- 
jacent fettlements, is large. 
There are about 15 towns with- 
in the extent of 100 miles which 
are not fupplied with the {tated 
‘ preaching of the gofpel. Many 
‘of them would be able to fup- 
‘ port minifters were they united 
‘in fentiment upon religion. O- 
ther fettlements are f> new that 
they cannot hire preaching ; and 
for the prefent muft depend up- 
on the charity of others. The 
inhabitants in general fpeak in 
high terms of the defign of fend- 
ing out Miffionaries. To this 
however there are a few excep- 
‘tions. ‘The enemies of religion 
here as well as in other places are 
oppofed to miffions. The north 
weft part of this ftate is rapidly 
fettling. The territory between 
the Black and St. Lawrencerivers 
is opened for fale ; and the prof- 
pect is that the field for miffion- 
ary labors will be widely extend- 
ed. May the Lord raife up and 
fend forth faithful laborers into 
the vineyard !” 

At the requeft of the board of 
Truttees, Mr. Woodward wre or- 
dained as an Evangeliit, by the 
North Conbicidtion of Hartford 
county, the 29th of September ; 
and foon after that recommenced 
his miffionary labors. For the pre- 
fent he js to itinerate in the ng 
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'ern counties of New-York, and 


the northern counties of Pennfyl- 
vania, in concert with the Rev. 


Mr. Willifion. 


(To Le continued. ) 


On Tradition. 
T may be of fome ufe to in- 
quire into the meaning of the 
word Tradition, as it is ufed in the 
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ten in the mouths of both the 
friends, and the enemies of Chrif- 
tianity. 

The Greek word Paradis, is 
the only one which is rendered 
traditim, by our tranflators. _ It 
isalways fo rendered, except in 
1 Cor. xi. 2. This word is ufed 
but a few timesin the Bible. It 
literally fignifies fomething which 
is delivered or handed down to us. 
It is applied fir, to thingswhich 
are handed down to us as divine 
truths or ordinances, when they | « 








are fanttioned only by human an- | 


thority. In this way religion has 


been netseinead in all ages. It | 


was by the Seribes and Pharifees ! 


of old : Hence Chrift charges tlrem 


with “ making the commandment | 


of God of none effeét by their 
tradition.”* ‘This tradition is cal- 
led **the tradition of the elders.”’+ 
The apoftle Paul, when reverting 
to his former perfecuting fpirit, 
faith in Galatians i. 13, 14. “ For 


eo 


ye have heard of my converfation | 


in _ ~~ in the Jews’ religion, 
. ow that beyond meafure I per- 

ted : the church of God, and 
aaa it ; and profited in the 
fews’ religion above many my 


equals in mine own nation, being | 


more exceedingly zealous of the 

raditions cf my fathers.”? The 
ool warns the Coloffian breth- 
ren, chapter ii. 8. * Beware left 
any man {poil you through philo- 
fophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudi- 
ments of the world, and not after 
Chrift.”” 

The Jews held that there are 
certain laws which came from 
God, which were delivered to 
Mofes upon Mount Sinai, belide 
thefe which he was direéied to 
write. Thefe laws were handed 





* Matt. xv. 6. 
+ Matt.xv. 2. Mark vii. 3. 
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down by oral tradition for many 
ages, and were not committed to 
writis ig until after the Babylonian 
Ci aptivity. To thefe laws the Sa 
viour refers, when he charges the 
Jewihh Scribes with corrupting 
the divine law by teaching for 
dogtrines the commandments of 
men. With the divine law the 
oral traditions were at variance, 
and were,in many things, in di- 
rect oppofition to its fpint. Of 
this any one may be fully convin- 
ced, by an attentiv e perufal of 
Chrifl? s Sermon on the Mount. 

From the foregoing paflage, 
contained in the ‘epillle to the 
Colofian church, it appears that 
‘“‘the tradition of men,”’ is appli- 
ed to “ philofophy and vain de- 
ceit,””? as well as to the corruption 
of the Jewith Scribes. He who 
makes vain philofophy the guide 
of his faith, or receives his reli- 
gion from philofophers, is govern- 
ed by tradition, according to the 
feripture fenfe of the word, 
much as heis who follows phari- 
faical fuperflitions. 

The word tradition is fome- 
times taken in a good fenfe ; 1 
Cor. xi. 2. * Now I praife you 
brethren, that ye remember me 


in all things, and keep the ordi- 





nances (paradofiis) as 1 deliver- 
edthem to you.” 2 Thef. ii. 15. 
«6 Therefore, brethren, ftand fatt, 
and hold the traditions which ye 
have been taught, whether by 
word, or our epiftle. 1. 6. Now 
we command you, brethren, in 
the nameof our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
that ye withdraw yourfelves from 
every brother that walketh difor- 
derly, and not after the tradition 
which he received of us.”? It is 
unneceflary to comment on thefe 
texts. In the firlt of them, Chnif- 
tians are commended by an infpi- 
red apoftle for ob ferving the tradi- 


' tions ‘thick he had delivered unto 
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alfo have it in their power to fup- 
ply the new fettlements with dle. 
ful, religious books, as a power- 
ful mean, uncer the blefling of 
Heaven, of checking the growth 
of infidel and immoral principles. 

From the beginning o 
to the rith of Novem 

ev. Seth Williflcn, perfurined lev- 
eral fhort miffionary tours, in the 
counties of New-York, 
whole to 15 
eks. rr he reft of the time he 
labored as aitated paftor at Lifle. 
ag thefe miffions, Mr. [V:/- 


“ ¢ > 
120 times, 


f the year 


" hea 
ber, tie 


~~ wee 
weer 


amounting in the 
Ww 


} 
Titcn 1 pre ached about 


da number of cosierences, 
- ] t} > t 1? 2 ’ ,or A 
red le Lord’s luppe r 4 
times, baptized feveral adults and 


404. ari 
CAMCreH, Villc d 


“Arabs sb! rit 
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and catechifed a 
number of I[chools, attended fune- 
rals , and vifited the fick. He 
journal with the follow- 
: During this year, 
‘Thave not,asa Mifl fhonary, be en 
‘ permitted to gather in any har- 
vell of fouls; ftill perhaps ¢t! 
6 race id there a fheaf 

gathered into 


grace, here aad 

‘may have been 
eet ee ae yee 8 

‘ Chrift’s garner. See 


. have been: iowa tiais year, which 


2 ie . 
clofes his 


ee ‘ 
lig remarks : 


ro 
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Fae Ter) apie 
will {pring up into a harvett the 
‘next or fome future yea If I 
eine, | "1. ¢ re a 
‘inay not, | lome OF my Dreth- 
Y P ’ at ae ae | 
‘ rep, 5. ul d ve “oe RLik 
+ 
‘ r } 1 
6 L L - « » Ghats a t 4 J” ~*s i 
‘ da iw ’ ah £. 
ait y~ aad ) i Sa' } the pike if 
a | > | f o 
‘ ycar has been of fome fervice 
f ’ ] f : 
"tO toote wildO were beTore. in 
eoCHsH” ~~ Benes} tT chink 7 
nr: ocinetimes 1 think if 
‘ t.: ni thai 3 - 
i: 
alt as 
» rm - g ’ 
’ Lb 1 Uv Lic: 4 iM. 
é Aes ¢ ft} . 
t és to fay, * Oh, Low love 
9 
' Taw !? [have aife been 
alt <its, 7 aa wae r 
6 ? owed to adrminiiter {pécial, 
- 
* fealis ng ordinances to Maees 6 
ew OU ld otherwile lave {i: Bhi ed for 
2 
‘ ‘ them in vain. As be fore, f 


now I mutt fay, I have Cit 
‘ kindly received and W ll ee Ast ed 
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of Connedlic “ats 
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is | 
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‘In general the peo ople take 
¢ pains to no tify and att end le C 

tures, upon a fhort warnmg. In 
places the’ attention to 
preaching h: iS been fo remarka- 
she ~—" rat I could not but hope 

the time of their redemption was 
. wire, th nigh: We hope the 
ood people of Connetticut will 
not only fend M:ffionaries among 
the new fettlers; but alfo pray 
for the blefling of God to ac. 
company their labors. We hope 
alfo that they will pray to the 
Head of the Charch oa eg 
repare the way, that thefe def. 
itute flocks may nie {tated 
xaftors, which is a blefhing that 
‘they greatly need. In confitt- 
ency with fuch a prayer, which 
none will hefitate to make, we 
‘hope Chriftian fathers and mo- 
thers will not hold back their 
Samuels, but lend them to the 
Lord as long as they live.” 

About the middle of Novem- 
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' | ber, Mr. [iliflon entered on 2 


million of ten weeks to the coun- 
ties of Luzerne and Wayice i in 
Pennfylva 


nla. 

in the narrative for 1801, the 
Rev. Fedidiah Bufouell 1 is men- 
tioned as then laboring i in the up- 
of Vermont. He 
returned in January lat, and has 
the following general ac- 
f his tour, in the year 1801. 
«“ The whole * my laft mil- 
‘fion to the new fettlements, I 

{pent in the ttate of Vermont. 
¢ j left Hartfo -d } % ‘cbruary 18th, 


per countie > 


crys 
. 
« 


> “ 


i 
counto 


ba aad 


e-{, 1 re 3 Aece 
* hon Cleven montns and two days; 
cin W ch tin I affitt ed 1 im the 


of three churches ; 
adminiftered the facrament of 
‘the Lord’s Supper 15 times 3 
popachetd 256 fermons ; attend- 
ed 66 public conferences ; bap- 
‘tized 22 adults and 241 chil- 


attended one ec clefiafti- 


formation 


ns! 


on 


} 
drer ; 
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cal council 2nd one ordination, 
and performed other miffionary 


“~ 


‘ duties as time and oppogte 1 nity 
¢ would pe rm ty fuch as vifiiing 
, .° - 
‘ {chools, families and attending 
the inftru“tion £ childre: 
‘to tne initru 10on OF Cuiidren. 


yf ‘ t of the fe ] labors were 
ie north-weltern part af the 
nga 
Add 
’ 


«< The m 
‘ja th 

: in the counties of 
‘fon, Chittendon and 
towns on the fhores 
Champlain, the Iflands 
‘in the lake, and alfo the towns 
‘ the Green 
never received 
‘more kindoefs from the people 
‘on a miffion than the laf. Their 
tho {pi tality I think is uncommon. 
‘They exprefs much gratit ude 
¢ > peopie of Conneéticut, 
who “hy ave contributed to the 
fuppor + of miflions, hoping that 
their benevolence may ‘ve re- 
warded with the infinite blefiags 
of eternity.’ 

In May Mr. Bu/fbneil was re- 
appointed a miffionary, with di- 
rections to vilit the towns and fet- 
tlements in the ftates of New-York 
and Vermont, where he had for- 
merly Iabored. The following 
extract of a letter from him dated 
Coruwall, Vermont, OGober 6, 
1802, exhibits a furmmary view of 
his miffion. 

«© Soon after T left Hartford, 
‘in May laft, I directed my courfe 
‘tothe weftward, and commenc- 
‘ed my miffion ten miles 
‘ Catfkill. I continued my mif- 
‘fion weft, and preached from 
“town to town, and from county 
‘to county, until I had vifited 
“molt of the fettlements and 


~ 


7 


w~ 


~ 


‘churches among which I had | 
I preach- | 


‘ previoufly travelled. 
‘to fome fettlements that I had 
‘not formerly vifited, and omit- 
‘ted fome with which I had been 
¢ partially acquainted. Some dif- 
‘ficulties appeared in a few 


ra: ‘lin, ; 


' © churches in the 


ifionary Society of Connediicut. 


welt of | 





3°7 


‘ churches, which have generally 
‘ been amicabiy fettled. Modft of 
‘ the young ebureh 1es appeared to 
‘ njoy fomething of the life of 


¢ selig rion, and fome of them fhone 


S s | 

‘io its real power and beauty. 
reer . Tn + ° 

‘ Tie fruits of p2ft revivals of re- 


‘ ‘lig gion, among 

genuine. 

we When I viited the 

weftern coun- 
‘ ties of the flate of New-York, 
¢ ] divested my courfe into the 
{late of Ver rmont. 3 have vifit- 
‘ed the three nerthern counties 
‘ upon the welt fie of Ft] > moun- 
‘tain, which were the field of my 
‘ miflionary rab the laf year. 
é They were glad to hear the gof- 
Cie? ite wean te , 

pel this year. A nu 
© ches have been fo 
‘ ence, which, 


b» - % 
2a 


> 


mber of chur- 
my ab- 
with thofe previouf- 
‘ly formed, are in a flourifhing 
‘ {tate, and appear hungry for the 
* bread of life. 


wmed int 


“ In both the weflern and 
“northern countries, are aoe 


revivals of dis rion. E Sees 
place where the divine work ¢ i“ 
‘ peared fo powe fal 2 as I have 
‘ {een on former miffions ; neither 
. have I found any place fi dread- 


‘fully ftupid as L formerly have. 
‘The {pirit < appears more ge neral- 


ly fpread, and yet is not accom- 
‘eee with thofe tokens of 
‘ power, that appeared in the be- 
Sginning of the glorious work. 
‘Our religious afiemblies have 
been as large and probably larg- 
erthan on my preceding mi ifions, 
The tents of Jacob never appear- 
ed more pleafant. Chrittians 
and churches put on a d erree of 
order and ftability which make 
them appear more like an army 

with banners. 
«s MiMfonaries are much wanted 


‘ 


‘ 


Lal 
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wv“ 


Lal 
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‘ both to the weftward and north- 
‘ward. The Lord is opening 
€ 


a wide door fox miflionary la- 
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bors ; may he incline us to fill 
the glorious tabernacle which he 
opens ! I think it muit be ac- 
knowledged that God has 
crowned the miflionary exertions 
of our land to the falvation of 
‘thoufands of fouls. May the 
* fame bleffed hand, conduct the 
¢ benevolent work, until the pro- 
‘ mife in the covenant of redemp- 
‘ tion fhall be fulfilled among the 
‘heathen, and our favage tribes 
‘ praife the name of the Lord !” 
In September lat, Mr. James 
IV. Wocdward, returned from a 
miffionary tour to the fettlements 
on Black Riverand parts adjacent. 





< 


On Tradition. 





In his journal he fays, I fpent | 


‘eight months, performing mif- 
‘ fionary labor in the fettlements 


e 


Leal 


cent fettlements in the counties 
of Oncida and Herkemer, fate 
of New-York. J travelled more 
‘than 18co miles, and preached 
164 times. I travelled down 
the Black River four times, vif- 
ited once the fettlements 
Pearch River and Cattith Creek, 
three times a flourifhing fettle- 
ment upon Sandy Creek, twice 
the fettlements upon Fifh Creek, 
which empties into On-ida laké, 
and twice the fettle-aents in the 
royal crait. 


nw 
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Lal 


Lal 


Lal 
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“¢ T was favorably reccived by 
people in general, many of whom 
rejoiced at the exertions which 


hr 
were making to fpread the gof- 


w“~ 


e 


al 


ay 
pel in the world, and were dif- 
pofed to contribute fomething 
of their earthly fubitance to pro- 
mote this cefirable objet. The 
profpeét of fuccefs attending the 
ufe of the means of grace in this 
‘country is brighter than it has 
‘been tn any former period. 
Though ‘there has been no gen- 


eral revival of religion, God 
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Lal 


wn 


“ 


“~ 


al 


a“ 


n 


an 


rn 


upon Black River and the adja- | 


upon 
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‘convincing finners and edifying 
‘ his people. 

«© The field for miffionary labor 
upon the Black River and ad- 
j fettlements, is large. 


”~ 


~~ 


jacent 

There are about 15 towns with- 
in the extent of 100 miles which 
are not fupplied with the ftated 
preaching of the gofpel. Many 
‘of them would be able to fup- 
port minifters were they united 
in fentiment upon religion. O- 
ther fettlements are fo new that 
they cannot hire preaching ; and 
for the prefent muft depend up- 
on the charity of others. The 
inhabitants in general fpeak in 
high terms of the defign of fend- 
ing out Miffionaries. To this 
however there are a few excep- 
tions. ‘The enemies of religion 
here as well as in other places are 
oppofed to miflions. The north 
weit part of this ftate is rapidly 
fettling. The territory between 
the Black and St. Lawrencerivers 
is opened for fale ; and the prof- 
pect is that the field for miflion- 
ary labors will be widely extend- 
ed. May the Lord raife up and 
fend forth faithful laborers into 
the vineyard !” 

At the requeft of the board of 
Truttees, Mr. Woodward w2e or- 
dained as an Evangeliit, by the 
North Confociation of Hartford 
county, the 29th of September ; 
and foon after that recommenced 
his miflionary labors. For the pre- 
{ent he is to itinerate in the weft- 
ern counties of New-York, and 
the northern counties of Pennfyl- 
vania, in concert with the Rev. 
Mr. JVillifon. 


(To Le continued. ) 
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On Tradition. 
T may be of fome ufe to in- 
quire into the meaning of the 


has in feveral places fhewn his | word Tradition, as it is ufed in the 
wonderful power and grace in |holy feriptures ; fince it is fo of- 





1802. | 


ten in the mouths of both the 
friends, and the enemies of Chrif- 
tianity. 

The Greek word Paradis, is 
the only one which is rendered 
traditim, by our tranflators. — It 
isalways fo rendered, except in 
1 Cor. xi. 22 This word is ufed 
but a few timesin the Bible. It 
literally fignifies fomething which 
is delivered or handed down to us. 
Jt is applied firft, to things which 
are handed down to us as divine 
truths or ordinances, when they 
are fanctioned only by human au- 
thority. 
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down by oral tradition for many 
ages, 21 id were not committed to 
writing rs until after the Babylonian 
captivity. To thefe laws the Sa- 
viour refers, when he charges the 
Jewih Scribes with corrupting 
the divine law by teaching for 
doétrines the commandments of 
men. With the divine law the 
oral traditions were at variance, 
and were,in many things, in di- 
rect oppofition to its fpint. Of 
this any one = be fully convin- 
ced, by an attentive perufal of 


| Chrift?s fiecnie on the Mount. 


In this way religion has ! 


been corrupted in all ages. It | 


was by the Seribes and Pharifees 
of old : Hence Chrift charges them 
with “ making the commandment 
of God of none effect by their 
tradition.”* This tradition is cal- 
led **the tradition of the elders.”’+ 
The apoftle Paul, when reverting 
to his former perfecuting fpirit, 
faith in Galatians i. 13, 14. * For 
ye have heard of my converfation 
intime pait in the Jews’ religion, 


. ow that beyond meafure I per- | 


ted the church of God, and 
oma it ; and profited in yo 
tews’ religion above many ! 


cquals in mine own nation, being 
more exceedingly zealous of the 


traditions cf my fathers.”?> The 

pot e warns the Coloffian breth- 
ren. chapter ii. 8. ‘ Beware left 
any man {poil you through philo- 
fophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudi- 
rents of the world, and not after 
Chrift.”” 

The Jews held that there are 
certain laws which came from 
God, which were’ delivered to 
Mofes upon Mount Sinai, belide 
thefe which he was direéted to 
write. Thefe laws were handed 





* Matt. xv. 6. 
+ Matt.xv. 2. Mark vii. 3. 





From the foregoing paflage, 
contained in the epiftle to the 
Coloffian church, it appears that 
“the tradition of men,” is appli- 
ed to “ philofophy and vain de- 
ceit,”? as well as to the corruption 
of the Jewifh Scribes. He who 
makes vain philofophy the guide 
of his faith, or receives his reli- 
gion from philofophers, is govern- 
ed by tradition, according to the 
feripture fenfe of the word, as 
much 2s heis who follows phari- 
faical fuperflitions. 

The word tradition is fome- 
times taken in a good fenfe ; 1 
Cor. xi. 2. * Now I praife you 
brethren, that ye remember me 
in all things, and keep the ordi- 
nances (paradofiis) as I deliver- 
cdthem to ecg 2 Thef. ii. 15. 
“© Therefore, brethren, ftand fait, 
and hold the traditions which ye 
have been tanght, whether by 
word, or our epiftle. 1. 6. Now 
we command you, brethren, in 
the nameof our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
that ye withdraw yourfelves from 
every brother that walketh difor- 
derly, and not after the tradition 
which he received of us.” It is 
unneceflary to comment on thefe 
texts. In the firlt of them, Ciinf- 
tians are commended by an infpi- 
red apoftle for obferving the tradi- 


' tions which he had delivered unto 






































































































































































































































































































































310 Life and Charaéer of Mrs. 7 uttie. 


them. Jn the fecond text, 
are exhorted to cleave to the tra- | 
ditions which they had received: 
And im the laft, to 








[Fen 








; whether he agree in opin ne 
ion wil 1 his a ancefiers: or not. But 


| how caa it be determined that any 


withdraw | 


trom every profefling Chriflian, | 
who would not practically regard | 
J D4 J i y 5 


them.  ~ 
r. rc , 
From the {criptural ufe of the 
word tradition, it appears that w 
are not to determine avy thing to 
be true or faife, divine or human, 
ree et PRES «* 
merely becaufe it comes to us by 
T'o know whether any 
dotiine ought to be received as 
an article of our religious creed, 
La ae ! 
we mult firk determine from whom 
tis derived, or whether it be fup- 
ee: by divine authority. Eve- 
rv fentiment is a matter of tradi- 
tion ; either from God, or man. 


adit iON. 


! was born ? 
,s 
a 


one is in an error, becaufe he be- 


lieves what had been believed by 
thoufands cr millions before } 


& 


- 


. “ 7 ’ . 
Is the truth but o 


yelterday? If it be, it may charge 
to-morrow ; and therefore it is 


foily to think of finding it. 


What fhouid we thiok of a 
farmer who fhouid be laugiied out 
of the pradiice of plowing, fowing 
and reaping, by being told that 


‘his father and grandtather, and 


7 
| ancellors had done fo, 


If 2 doétrine come from the form- | 


er, we are bound to receive 3t ; but 
if from the latter, we are forbid- 
den to receive it, whether it be 
ancient or modern. 

When I meet with one who at- 
tempts to deftroy my faith by cry- 
ine out, tradition ! tradition ! I 
moult be very weak indeed if I give 

Lup, without inquiring whence 
the perfualion comes, which 
prompts him to endeavor to make 
me a convert to his creed. He is 


| {pect to religious concern: 


from time 
immemorial ? There are not a few 
who condu& as foolifniy as th 
farmer would in this pales with re- 


f 


- They 
renounce family prayer, public 
worfhip, and all ferious religion, 
under the pretence of breaking 
the fetters of tradition. Let all 
fuch be convinced that * a de- 
ceived heart hath turned them a- 
fide ;’’? and let them be affured 
that by laying afide one kind of 
tradition, they have fallen in with 
another kind. Let them feriouf- 


= 


ly examine who is the author of 


| that tradition, which encourages 


gove rned by fome tradition or | 


other. 
Levgl ( 
as Ll now do, 
why I fhould believe differently 
from what I now do. If Iam 
forbidden to ground my faith on 
human authority in the one cafe, 
I am in the other. 

ry*! - ‘ ys - ] 

There are fome perfons who 
feem to think, that if any one be- 


Yor the fame reafon that 


lieve what his father, his grand-.| 


father, and a long train of yard 
ters believe, he can have no faith 
of his own, or mutt be in the 
wroug. Every one is indeed to 
blame if he do no t impartially ex- 
smine into the grounds of his 








it to examine whv L believe | 
I ovceht to examine | 


them openly to renounce the fear 
of God. 
BENEVOLUS. 





— vr . 
To THE Epitors oF THE Con- 
NECTICUT EvancGeLicat Mac- 
AZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

IF you judge the following 
biography calculated to promote 
the interelt of religion, you will 

pleafe to infert it in your ufeful 
neti It feemsa pity that 
many fathers and mothers in I{ra- 
el who have done w orthily in their 
day, and who have been eminent 


for their truft and confidence 1a 
God, inthe humble walk of life, 


1803. ] 


fhould leave the world unnoticed, 
and even unknown beyond the 
limits of their domeftic circle. 
Asa conftant reader of your Mag- 
azine, permit me to exprefs a with, 
that more pains were taken to 
bring into public view, the lives 
and deaths -of Chriftians in pri- 
vate flations. It is not in the 
higher walks of life, we are to 
look for the moft numerous or 
moft eminent examples of faith in 
Chrift Jefus.* If the world de- 
rives advantage from a perufal of 
the lives and actions of the hero, 
the ftatefman and the fage; why 
may not the Chriftian church de- 
rive equal advantage from the 
lives of thofe fervants of God, 
who having been * faithful over a 
few things,’”? are entered into the 
joys of their Lord ; and be ftimu- 
lated to “go and do likewife.” 
To perpetuate the memory of a 
refpectable Chriftian, and propofe 
her example for imitation, is my 
objet in the prefent communica- 
tion. Ifyou publifh this, I hall 
forward one or two more as de- 
ferving of public notice. 
Yours, &c. 


Lv tie 
HE fubje& of the follow- 


ing narrative was born at 
Woodbury in this ftate February 
1719. Her name before mar- 
riage was Tabitha Hecox. No- 
thing appeared unufual in her life, 
until fhe arrived to the age of 
fifteen. At this period fhe was 
the fubject of powerful convictions 
of fin, and diftrefs of mind about 
the eternal interefts of her foul. 
It appeared from her own rela- 
tion, that her mother and grand 
mother, were the humble follow- 
ers of Jefus, and that great pains 
Were taken to imprefs her mind 





* Matthew xi. 25, 26. 
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early withafenfe of the cimportance 
and excellency of the Chriftian re- 
ligion. Her mother being dan- 
geroully ill, fhe was called at the 
age above mentioned, to the bed- 
fide, to read fome pious book. 
‘When the had finifhed reading, 
her mother, with concern, 
made particular inquiry into the 
ftate of her foul; and atked the 
queftion, “ My dear child do you 
pray to God in fecret??? She 
frankly conéefied that fhe did not. 
The duty was thea enjoined upon 
her in a folemn and impreflive man 

ner, and fhe was charged, as i} 
hoped for a mother’s bleffing, to 
make religion her firft and great 
concern. Retiring greatly alarm- 
ed and affected, fhe attempted to 
pray, but was much embarraffed. 
It occurred to her mind, that in 
order to obtain the favor of God, 
fhe muf keep all his command- 


great 


fi 


ments. Thisled herto a ferious 
inveltigation of their requires 
ments. She proceeded to the 


fourth, when the thought ftruck 
her, that there was no God, and 
of courfe, that all her diftrefs was 
vain and her exertions fruitlefs. 
This dreadful idea remained altho’ 
it was carefully concealed from 
her mother. 

About this time, her father ar- 
rived one evening from a neigh- 


boring town, with an account of 


two ftrangers, who had lately ap- 
peared there and were called A- 
theifts. They were defcribed as 
profligate and wicked men. As 
fhe had never feen an Atheift and 
knew not the import of the name, 
fhe embraced the earlieft opportu- 
nity to afk her mother, what was 
meant by an Atheift, and was an- 
fwered, ** a wicked man or wo- 
man who believes there is no 
God.” She retired in the utmoit 
confufion and diltrefs of mind, res 
peating to herfelf, “* what would 


v1 ‘ 
hae,’ 
4) 4 
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my kind mother fay, if fhe knew 
that her dear child was an Athe- 
ift??? Altho’ the feared at the time 
that fhe believed there was no 
God, yet the agony of her mind 
impelled her to cry out fur mercy 


and relief ; and while thus enga- 


ged, it pleafed God to remove 
her doubts refpeCting his exil- 
ence, though fhe was far from be- 
ing reconciled to hus character, 
law and govern neat. With fome 
intervals of precarious hope and 
great ftupidity, her 

mind continued, until fhe arrived 
tothe ace of twenty-three, when 
fhe appeared to be called from 
darknefs to light, and fettled up- 
on an evangelical hope in the 
merits of Chriit, which, with the 


interruptions common to many ol 


God’s people in this finful wor'd, 
continued through a long aud try- 
ing life, as an anchor to her foul 
fure and ftedfaft. Soon after the 
obtained a hope of reconciliation 
to God, it appears fhe made a 
profeffion of religion ; and was 
joined in marriage to Mr. Ezckiel 
Tuttle, with whom the lived in 
this relation, until 
February 6, 1799, 
fifty-feven years. 

It pleafed God* to vifit her 
with many painful and long couti- 
aued trials. At the birth of her 
feventh child, the contraéted a 
weaknefs which confined her 
wholly to her bed, during the long 
period of feven years. And while 

all around were itruck with admi- 
ration at her conftancy and pati- 
ence, fhe was tried as by hre. 
Viewing her cafe as finguiar, and 
feeing no end to her affiction but 
in death, her heart, fhe related, 
yielded to the fuggeitions of the 
adverfary » and roie againit the 
aniinde ‘al the divine govern- 
ment. Shethought his dealings 
hard, and was ready to fay, 


his deceafe 


a period of 
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punithment is greater than I can 
bear.” But the found by expe. 
rience that God is indeed a faith. 
ful covenant God, and that the 
blefled Jefus carries his * lambs 
‘‘in his bofom’? and will not 
“‘ break the brutfed reed.” Af. 
ter a violent confli€t, her rebellious 
heart was humbled, the veil was 
removed ; and in the light of truth 
and grace, fhe read the wiidom 
and “goodnels of God in fending 
this affliction upon her, and could 
fay with the Pialmitt, « It is good 
for me that I have been afflicted.” 
Her repining thoughts were now 
turned into praife, and her diftrefs 
into gladnefs, and the experienced 
the truth of that {cripture, 
“ Weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the 
morning.”? In this fchool of at- 
fliction, fhe learned much of God 
and of her own heart. It broke, 
in fome happy degree, her ties to 
earth, and prepared her, when fhe 
recovered, to be more heavenly 
minded in her life and converfa- 
tion. But her faith was to re- 
ceive another and more fevere tri- 
al. And here we may remark 
how a beneficent * Providence 
tempers the wind to the fhorn 
lamb.”? If the trial, of which I 
am now tufpeak, had taken place 
before her faith had acquired a 
folid foundation, it would have 
been lefs fupportable. A darling 
child, in the bloom of life, was cut 
down in an awful and unufual man- 
ner. Another equally promiting 
was fubject to fits, became deli- 
rious, avd coutimued fo twenty fix 
years until his deceafe, Dec. 12, 
i799. Although fhe had lived 
to follow her hufband and fix, 
which was half the number of her 


| children, to the grave, and was re- 


ally a woman of forrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief, yet when 
g of this once promnifing 
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fon, the tear would fteal ‘involun- 
tarily down her furrowed cheek. 
She called it by way of eminence 
her * living affli€tion.”? The two 
laft years of her life were tranquil. 
She was however feldom able to 
attend public worfhip, and when 
there, by reafon of deafnefs, was 
feldom able to hear. She fome- 





times attended on days of com- 
thunion, and fpeaking to me on 
the fubjeé, fhe faid * I love to be 
there though [ cannot hear.” | 
But the period was haftening, 
when fhe was to be difmiffed from 
this trying world. She often ex- 
preffed an ardent defire to be gone 
and be with Chrift. In my vifits 
to her fhe wifhed me to pray only 
that fhe might be ready, and have 
an eafy paflage, adding, “ what 





is there in this world to induce a | 


moment’s ftay.”” Indeed fhe feem- 
ed prepared to be with Chrift— | 
“ Clad with her ftarry pinions on, | 
Drefs’d for her flight and ready to | 
be gone.” | 
The friends of Chrift indulged a | 
pleafing hope that her death would | 
be triumphant ; but it pleafed 
God, in her laft ficknefs, to take | 
trom her almoft the whole power | 
of fpeech. She rapidly declined, 
the glimmerings of life gradually | 
diminifhed, and on December 23, | 
i801, without a itruggle, groan, | 
or figh, fhe fell afleep, as we truft 
in Jefus. 

Her appearance and converfa- | 
tion were fuch as uniformly com- 
manded attention. She was a 
pleafant companion for the aged ; 
a guide to the youth ; and look- 
ed to with refpect by all. 

Although Mrs. Tuttle was | 
viewed by her moft intimate 
friends, who had witneffed her 
trials and patience, as a perfon of 
unufual attainments in religion, 
fhe fpoke of herfelf in the hum- 





bieft terms, as unworthy to be cal- 
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led one of Chrift’s children. She 
appeared to have a foul-humbling 
view of the iniquity of her own 
heart, and the utter infufficiency 
of all creature righteoufnefs for 
pardon and falvation. She dif- 
carded all reliance upon her own 
works and trufted alone in the 
perfe&t righteoufnefs of Jefus 
Chrift for juftification. 

“The memory of the juft is 
bleffed.”’ 


Ee eee 
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To THE Epirors or THe Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I enclofe to you an extract of 
a letter from the Rev. Mr. Floyd, 
as publifhed by the Congregation- 


| al Society of South Carolina—as 


it contains an account of the ope- 
rations of divine grace in a part of 
the country farther fouth than 
were included in the accounts 
which have been publifhed in the 
Magazine. © 

As articles of religious intelli- 
gence, perhaps none can be more 
important or better authenticated, 
than thofe which have. been re- 
ceived from the weftern and fouth- 
ern parts of the United States ; 
they have already been the means 
of agrefting many in their way- 


| ward courfe, and obliging them 


to confefs, that werily there is a 
God who ruleth in the cavih. The 
hearts of devout worfhippers have 
been encouraged in their addrefias 
to the throne of grace, and their 
hands have been ftrengthened in 
whatfoever they did to do it more 
to the glory of God. 

Under thefe impreffions, the in- 
fertion of the letter in the Evan- 
gelical Magazine is fubmitted to 
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your judgment and difcretion, by 

a friend to the great caufe in 

which you are engaged. 
Providence, R. I. Dec. 20, 1802. 


Extra& of a letter from the Rev. 
L. FLoyp, Miffonary, employed 
by the Congregational Society of | 

- the flate of South Carolina, for 
promoting the interefts of religion, 
- to the Chairman of the Board of 
Direétors of faid Society. Pub- 
. lifhed by order of the Board. 
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‘© IN Auguft I took the liber- | 
ty of leaving, fora few weeks, the | 
diftrict affigned me, in order to at- | 
tend fodoe tari facramental meet- | 
ings in the upper part of the ftate. 
I had the pleafure of attending 
three of thefe meetings, where the 
multitudes colleéted in the open 
woods, and the extraordinary ex- 


opened to me a fcene entirely new, | 
and in the higheft degree intereft- 


been anticipated by thofe who 
have previoufly correfponded with 
you on the fubje& ; but you will 
—_ me to indulge myfelf in a 
ew obfervations on what I faw 
and heard. 

“ The defigns and ways of 
God are indeed unfearchable. 
The important purpofes of his 
wifdom and grace are often effect- 
ed, not in the way which human 
wifdom would dittate, but ac- 
Fie to the incomprehentfible 
counfel of his fovereign will. The 
bodily exercifes which take place 
in the prefent revival, may prefent 
a ftumbling block to the wifdom 
of man ; but if God, by this, ac- 
celerates the progrefs of his work, 
we ought to be not only fatisfied 
but thankful. 

The work is indeed extraor- 
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dinary, and feveral appendages of 
it may be very far from congenial 
to the prevailing fentiments of the 
polite world. I think it proper, 
however, to obferve, that I have 
found fewer difagreeable circum- 
ftances than I had previoufly con. 
templated. The minifters ufed 
their utmoft endeavors to preferve 
order among the people, and in- 
ftead of terrific declamation, their . 
chief aim appeared to be to de- 
clare the important truths of the 
gofpel with plainnefs, fimplicity 
and rational energy. And it was 
very obfervable, that while the 
conciliating voice of the gofpel 
was calmly proclaimed, the work 
appeared greater than at any other 
time. Thofe who could fit un- 
moved while the terrors of a brok- 
en law were founded in their ears, 


| felt their ftony hearts melt into 
ercifes which I faw and heard, | 


penitential forrow, under the 
force of this interefting truth, 


that “ God was in Chrift, recon- 
mg. Every thing which I could | 
fay in defcribing this truly won- | The gofpel was indeed preached 
» derful work of God, has no doubt 


ciling the world unto himfelf.’’ 


with an animated pathos, which 
evidently declared the pious zeal 
of the clergy ; but this muft be 
admitted to be very correfpondent 
to the fpirit of the apoftolical 
Miffionaries, who, conftrained by 
the love of Chrift, befought fin- 
ners to be reconciled to God. 

“ Another circumftance, in 
which I was agreeably difappoint- 
ed, was the manner of the exercife 
of thofe who became affe&ted. I 
had expected to hear loud out- 
cries from the fubjeé&ts of the 
work, which where they are fo 
numerous, would be a great dif- 
advantage to regular preaching. 
But where I attended, the dif- 
courfes of the preachers were fel- 
dom difturbed by any noife. Some- 
times, indeed, thofe affected feem 
conftrained to cry out, but much 


more frequently, efpecially im 
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time of public preaching, they lie 
in deep exercife of mind, while 
their voice is fcarcely heard by 
thofe around them. Sometimes 
in time of preaching, there would 
appear to be but few in exercife ; 
yet, when the people were dif- 
miffed and began to difperfe, we 
could difcover them lying in every 
part of the congregation. 

The people are moft apt to run 
into confufion in different exercifes 
of devotion, in the intervals of 
public worfhip. They fometimes 
collect in groups around thofe 
who are ftricken down; while fome 
of them engage in finging or fome 
other exercife, and fometimes dif- 
ferent exercifes may be heard at 
once fo near together, as to have 
the appearance of diforder. But 
thefe things the Prefbyterian min- 
ifters endeavor to reftrain, as far 
as the nature of the cafe will ad- 
mit. Upon the whole, I think 
the diforders are as few as could 
be expected in fuch vat affemblies 
of people ; of different religious 
perfuafions, of different fentiments 
and different habits and manners. 
And, undoubtedly, the great good 
that is done abundantly more than 
compenfates for every thing difa- 
greeable, that may arife from the 
weaknefs of human nature. 

“ A number I faw under ex- 
ercifes, in which their countenan- 
ces expreffed the moft ferene and 
extatic pleafure, while their bo- 
dies appeared entirely helplefs, 
and the words they articulated 
were uttcred in very feeble ac- 
cents. A fmile, the moft placid 
that can be imagined, over{pread 
the whole vifage, while their ad- 
dreffes to Heaven and to thofe a- 
round them, declared the evangel- 
ical fentiments of their heart. 
The views which occupied their 


minds muft have been fupremely 


delightful ; and their fituations, 








yf ntelligence. 315 
though it may be deprecated by 
the gay and diffipated, was rather 
enviable, than either pitiable or 
contemptible in the eye of a pi- 
ous {pettator. 

“‘ The prefent revival, is doubt- 
lefs a great and good work ; but 
when we confider the weaknefs of 
human nature, and the many arti- 
fices of the great adverfary of 
fouls, we muft, I humbly think, 
be convinced of the neceflity of 
much wifdom and prudence, as 
well as zeal in the miniftry, in or- 
der to guard againft thefe irregu- 
lar fallies of paffion, which, if in- 
dulged without reftraint, not only 
bring areproach on religion, but 
hinder the moft profitable exer- 
cifes of genuine piety. But it is 
not for me to prefcribe in_ this 
matter. God, we may hope, will 
not only fupport his own caufe, 
but exercife fuch a fpecial care 
over his children as _ will preferve 
them, though weak, from perni- 
cious delufions But it is the 
duty of Chriftans and efpecially of 
Chriftian minifters, to condué& 
themfelves with great circumfpec- 
tion.” 





Extraés from a letter from the Rev. 
Fames Hughs, dated Weft Lib- 
erty, Obio County, Virg. Nov. 
9, 1802, to Rev. Stephen Weft, 
D. D. of Stockbridge, Maf. 


«I am happy in being abk to 
give youa fketch of intelligence 
at prefent, which I believe will 
be pleafing to you; and I hope 
the fource is fuch, that it will fur 
nifh more for a future day, viz. 
That the Lord has lately very 
remarkably vifited this part of his 
church with the effufions of the 
divine influences. There hath 


been fomething more than ufual 
of a ftir, and raifed expectation 
among the people, through the 





a: 
a) 
| 

AM 
f 
\ 
t 





316 Religious 
paft fummer ; and on facramental 
feafons, much appearance of fo- 
Jemnity and ferious exercife.— 
Numbers were . added to the 
chureh: But nothing very re- 
markable took place, until about 
the lait fabbath in Sept. when 
the Lord’s fupper was adminif- 
tered in a congregation, called 
The Three Springs, of which Mr. 
M‘Curdy is paftor, about twenty 
miles north of this place. On 
this occafion, the Lord began to 
work in a powerful manner—ma- 
ny were awakened, and the exer- 
cife increafed fo, that, on Mon- 
day evening, the ufual time of 
breaking up, the people could 
not part, but continued all night, 
and until 11 or 12 the next day. 
The work was in the fame man- 
ner, as in the ftates of Kentucky, 
Tenefee, and the Carolinas.— 


Numbers funk down in their dif- 
trefs, and appeared to be in very 


great concern and anguifh of fpi- 
rit. Some few, perhaps five or 
fix, obtained relief and comfort 
before the affembly was difperfed ; 
and gave ground to hope that 
they got their reft en the fure 
foundation. Two weeks after 
faid time, the facrament was ad- 
miniftered at Racoon, a congrega- 
tion not far difiant from the for- 
mer, and under the care of Mr. 
Patterfon. By this time, the 
awakening and exercife had con- 
fiderably increafed, and it was 
a very folemn feafon. Many very 
hardened and bold finners were 
awakened and brought into awful 
diftrefs. The appearances were 
fuch, that it was thought proper 
to appoint the laft fabbath in Oc- 
tober, for an extra meeting and 
communion. A great multitude 
attended on this occafion—Num- 
bers'went in waggons, took their 
families and provifions with them; 
and we continued ‘at the place 
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from Saturday until “Tuefday 
morning :—This was the Cro/;- 
roads, {aid Mr. M‘Curdy’s other 
congregation. There were ten 
ordained Minifters, and four Li. 
centiates prefent : About 75¢ 
communed—The exercife con- 
tinued day and night—The cries 
and groans of the diltrefled were 
almoft inceflant from Saturday 
‘evening until we left the place ; 
and, fometimes, to fuch height 





that the public fpeaker would 
have to defift” I believe few ob- 
| tained relief or comfort until Mon- 
day evening, though the number 
of awakened and dittreffed was 
increafing until that time. On 
| Monday we had fermons at three 
| different places, fufficiently dif- 
/tant from each other to prevent 
| difturbance.—One was in the 
| meeting-houfe. About the time 
‘the affemblies were difmiffed, and 
| were endeavoring to difperfe, the 
| Great Comforter took poffeflion 
| of fome hearts, and their groans 
and cries of diftrefs were changed 
into acclamations of praife and 
glory to their deliverer. Some 
very young were enabled to {peak, 
recommending Chrift, and invit- 
ing and warning finners in a man- 
ner truly aftonifhing. Under this 
means awakenings increafed, and 
mott piercing cries and groans were 
mingled with the praifes. Thefe 
exercifes, (and when the noife 
would admit of it) prayers and 
exhortations were made by the 
minifters—all of which conttitu- 
ted a folemn, awful and pleafing 
{fcene through the whole night, 
and fometime in the morning. 
Before we could part, it was a- 
greed to appoint next fabbath as 
another extra meeting and com- 
munion. It is probable great 
numbers will attend, as it is in a 


very central place—Upper Buffa. 





lo congregation.”’. 
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Nov. 18th. & a providen- 
tially prevented from fending this 
by the laft mail, I can now inform 
you, that I attended at the pro- 
pofed meeting on laft fabbath ; 
and it was a great and folemn 
meeting indeed. It is fuppofed, 
the number which attended was 
not lefs than ten thoufand. ‘There 
were twelve minifters attended.— 
We continued on the ground, 
from Saturday morning until 
Tuefday. The number affected 
was great, perhaps upwards of 
two thoufand, counting from the 
firft to the lait. About one thou- 
fand were communicants. Du- 
ring the two laft nights, there 
were, I think, feldom lefs than, 
from two to three hundred at 
once: And of thefe, the cries 
and groans were very affeCting. 
Toward the latter part of the fo- 
lemnity, numbers appeared to get 
relief; though few in comparifon 
with the number affected. The 
diftreffed appeared to have awful 
apprehenfions of their fins—Their 
cries generally were, Oh! my fins 
—Oh! my hard heart-—Oh, what 
fhall I do for Chrift! O Jefus, 
take away my hard heart! But 
room and time at prefent forbid 
enlargement: And in many fheets 
1 could not give you any ade- 
quate defcription of the wonderful 
fcence.’? 


Extrad of a letter to the Truflees of 
the Miffionary Society of Connec- 
ticut, from Rev. Jofeph Badger, 
Miffionary to New Conne@icut, 
dated Auftinburgh, November 
19, 1802. 


IT may be fatisfaftory to the 
Truttees and the friends of reli- 
gion in general, to have fome ac- 
count of the apparent, and I hope, 
real progrefs of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom in this weitern country. 
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The laft Sabbath in Auguft the 
facramental fupper was adminif- 
tered at Young’s Town. On 
Monday, near the clofe of the ex- 
ercifes, there appeared an unuftial 
movement on the minds of many ; 
it was found afterwards that fe- 
veral were hopefully the fubje&s 
of genuine awakening, which has 
fince terminated apparently in a 
faving change. In Mefopotamia 
there are thirty four fouls ; two 
of this number have lately obtain- 
ed hopes of an intereft in Chrif. 
One of them a man forty fix years 
of age; who has been for manv 
years a univerfalift, and uncom- 
monly vicious and profane. The 
other is a young woman, of a ve- 
ry irreligious family. May it not 
be faid there has been an awaken- 
ing in this place ? The firft week 
in September I fpent at Hudfon, 
found a young perfon under feri- 
ous concern; found a number of 
ferious and hopefully pious peo- 
ple, moftly from the church in 
Gofhen (ConneGticut.) Here I 
organized a church, sata of 
fourteen members ; tt was a fee]- 
ing, comfortable time with Chrif- 
tians. ‘The laft Monday in Sep- 
tember, I fat ont from No. 2, 
Range 1, for Pittfburg, where 
the Synod of Pittfburg were to 
fit the next Wednefday. T at- ‘ 
tended during the feffion, which 
continued until Saturday nearly 
one o’clock. One important part 
of the bufinefs tranfa&ted was, 
forming the Synod into a Miffion- 
ary Society. Their funds are 
yet fmall, about two hundred dol- 
lars. They fent one of their num- 
ber, Rev J. M‘¥arrand, a very 
refpettable clergyman, on a mil- 
fion for four Sabbaths, into this 
county. There was a letter read 
from Kentucky dated in Augufi, 
by which we learn the revival 
continues to {pread, and remark- 
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ably to overcome oppofition. In 
one inftance, there were about 
forty young perfons affembled for 
a ball ; foon after they got toge- 
ther, one of them fpoke of going 
home ; he was aiked, why he 
would go home ; he frankly told 
them he thought they were doing 
wrong ; at this, numbers were 
ftruck with ferious reflections, 
and inftead of profecuting their 
dance they went to praying 
and finging hymns. Theyfpent 
the time they had allotted for 
dancing, in religious exercifes, 
and twenty feven of their number 
were ferioufly awakened at that 
time. 

Near the end of the feflionof the 
Synod, the minifters were called 
upon to relate, if any thing had 
taken place worthy of attention, 
lately among their people. Mr. 
M‘Curdy, paftor of two congre- 
gations, one in Pennfylvania, cal- 
led the Crofs Roads congregation; 
and the other in Virginia, the 
Three Springs congregatian, a- 
bout forty fix miles fouth of this 
county, gave the following rela- 
tion, of a remarkable attention 
which beg 1n in his congregations, 
on Monday of that week. “ On 
* the laftfabbaththe Lord’sfupper 
¢ was adiminiftered ia the Three 
' £ Springs congregation ; there 
‘ was a great degree of coldnefs 
‘ complained of among Chriftians, 
‘ and apparently, great ftupidity 
‘ and inattention through the af- 
$ fembly until near the clofe of 
‘ the exercifes on Monday, when 
‘there “appeared confiderable 
.£ movement on the minds of ma- 
‘ny. After the affembly were 
* difmiffed, Mr. Marcus and Mr. 
‘ Brice took their leave (thefe 
« were two affilting minifters) and 
‘as I fuppofed went away; I 
‘ went into the congregation and 
¢began couverfing with thofe 


Religions Intelligence. 








[Fes. 


‘ who were in diftrefs.” . The peo. 
* ple made no movement to go a. 
‘way. Some colle&ed and fang 
‘ hymns, others were in too great 
‘ anguifh of foul for fuch exercife. 
‘ Mr. Brice, on taking leave, im. 
‘ mediately fat off for home. Mr. 
‘ Marcus delaying a little, per- 
‘ ceived an uncommon movement 
‘ among the people, and thought 
‘it would not be prudent for 
‘ them to go away, mounted his 
* horfe and rode after Mr. Brice 
‘ and called him back. We fpent 
‘ the reft of the day, the night, 
‘and until. eleven o’clock on 
‘ Tuefday with the people. There 
‘was through this time fuch 
‘ fcenes of diftrefs as exceeded any 
‘ defcription. There were about 
* so perfons whofe bodily ftrength 
‘was fo overcome, as rendered 
‘them incapable of fupporting 
‘themfelves ; they fell to the 
‘ ground,. expreffing their diftre/s 


| in groans and cries for mercy. 


« At eleven o’clock on Tuefday, 
‘ the people were prevailed upos 
‘to difperfe, and we came on our 
‘way to attend the Synod.” 
The above is the fubftance of Mr. 
M‘Curdy’s relation before the 
Synod. <A few minutes after the 
Synod adjourned, we were inform- 
ed, that at the Crofs Road meet- 
ing houfe, there was a meeting 
for prayer, held by the people, 
on ‘Thurfday evening, at which 
time, the awakening influences of 
divine truths were powerfully felt, 
many Cried out, and were incapar 
ble of fupporting themfelves ; the 
meeting continued all night. 

Mr. James Hughs, M:. Wick 


and myfelf determined to go and 
fpend the fabbath in that congre- 
gation, with Mr. M‘Curdy ; we 
arrived with the people who were 
affembling at the tent, near the 
meeting houfe, as there were ma- 
ny more than could be accomme 
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dated in the houfe. Mr. Hughs 
preached an excellent fermon ; I 
then preached. The exercifes 
were about four hours and an half 
without intermiffion—the people 
were very folemn, and many in 
deep diftrefs, but none cried out. 
It was too late for a third fermon 
by day light ; it was propofed at 
candle-lighting to have one in the 
meeting houfe. We repaired to 
the houfe for worfhip at that time, 
and found the houfe fo full, that it 
was difficult getting through the 
aifle ; they had fome of them 
been finging hymns—as we enter- 
ed the houfe, a perfon, near one 
end of the houfe, cried out and be- 
came helplefs. The public exer- 
cifes pretty foon began. Mr. 


Wick preached, there was great | 


folemnity, and many appeared 
under deep diltrefs of foul ; four 
other perfons in the courfe of the 
evening cried out, two of which I 
had opportunity to be near to, 
and paid pasticular attention to 
their fituation. Their groans and 
cries indicated deep anguifh of 
foul ; but moft of the time, for 
four hours, they very nearly re- 
fembled perfons who have juft ex- 
pired, from a ftate of full ftrength ; 
for confiderable time pulfation 
could not be perceived, their 
limbs were wholly unftrung, and 
refpiration fcarcely perceptible ; 
yet they retained their reafon, and 
knew what was faid within their 
hearing. Their ftrength return- 
ed gradually—they firft opened 
their eyes and looked on thofe a- 
round them—anfwered queftions 
with a very feeble, low voice, at 
length fat up partly fupported by 
another. I converfed with them, 
and inquired ‘the occafion of their 
diftrefs ; they told me it was the 
apprehenfion they had of the fin- 
fulnefs of their fas, as committed 
againftta Holy Gods and their 
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foul-deftroying nature. They ap- 
peared to have very jult views of 
themfelves, as totally finful, and 
that their falvation mutt be, if ever 
they were faved, by fovereign 
grace. They both obtained 
hopes. There were five minitters, 
with about five hundred people, 
who continued through the night 
in the meeting houfe. There was 
nothing appeared like diforder— 
people were univerfally folemnized, 
and many could not hide their 
diftrefs, yet kept from making a 
noife excepting what efcaped 
with their fobs and tears. Near 
fun rifing the aflembly difperfed. 
We took breakfaflt ; after which 
I rode with Mr. M‘Curdy and 
Mr. Hughs, to the Three Springs 
congregation, ten miles, to attend 
a meeting there. About four 
hundred people came together. 
Mr. Hughs preached an excellefit 
fermon, on the nature of fin and 
the wages of it, You would 
fearce fee an eye but what was 
fixed on the fpeaker, on the 
ground, or drowned in tears ; and 
fome with the fobs of a wounded 
confcience difcovered theirdittrefs. 

When the aflembly was difmii- 
fed, feveral were unable to retire, 
and were carried away by their 
friends. In this place there was 
an old man, in his 103d year, awa- 
kened ; his bodily ftrength and 
mental powers, were like thofe of 
about 60. The next day was the 
time of general concert. I tarried 
and preached here, the other min- 
ifters went to other places. This 
day wasalfo, as we hope, a day 
of God’s power. Six young peo- 
ple came from over the Ohio, from 
fome diftance, tofee what flrange 
work was here—one of them, was 
made to feel herfelf in very dif- 
trefline circumftances, before fer- 

o 

mon was half through. Anda 
young man who had come with 
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a itout heart, not intending to be 
mnoved, was alarmed from his 
fecurity near the clofe of the fer- 
mon. After feveral prayers were 
made and hymns fung, in regard 
to the concert, I advifed the peo- 
ple to retire, to which they then 
zgreed. I was invited to go home 
with one of the elders of the 
church. The fix young perfons 
mentioned before, with ten or 
twelve others, came in to {pend 
the evening, and fuch an evening 
I never faw before. The deprav- 
ity of the heart, the obligations 
finners are under to repent, the 
fovereignty of God in giving re- 
peatance and remiflion of tins, 
were the fubjects converfed on ; 
feveral prayers were made and 
hymns fung. There was nothing 
terrifying held up to view in re- 
gard to hell or the torments of 
the damned, yet while fome 
who had comfortable hopes, were 
refrefhed and much overcome with 
views of the glory of Chriit’s 
kingdom, others were overcome 
with a deep fenfe of their ruined 
itate as finners; at one time, there 
were ten of this little affembly un- 
able to fupport themfelves, for 
feveral hours. The other four 
young perfons, who came to fee 
the ftrange work, were awakened 
thisevening. It was four o’clock 
in the morning before we could 
retire to refit. The next day I 
rade about twelve miles, and 
preached again to nearly 400 peo- 
ple, afembled in the woods, and 
in a neighborhood, where there 
was never preaching before ; this 
alfo was a folemn time; ma- 
ny appeared deeply concerned, 
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and one perfon fell and cried out ; 
—two other minifters were pref. 
ent—after the aflembly were dif. 
miffed, they tarried nearly half of 
them, until the fun was down, ii. 
quiring what they fhould do. | 
was informed by Mr. Marcus that 
on Tuefday, the awakening was 
vifible with a number in his con. 
gregation. I this evening rode 
about 5 milesto Mr. M‘Curdy’s 
and lodged—Took my leave in 
the morning, and returned to 
Warren by the fabbath, where 
I had appointed to preach, I 
have fince heard that the work 
is rapidly fpreading in thofe parts. 
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POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL, 
Prayer for the prefence of God in his beufe. 


I H°” greatly bleft, O Lord, are 
they, 

Who dwell around thy throne above ; 

Who fpend a calm, eternal day 

In reft and peace and perfed love ! 

2. Yet not thofe heav'nly hofts alone, 

Tranfported fee thy fmiling face : 

On caith thou mak’ft thy glory known, 

On earth thy children tafte thy grace. 

3. Within thy houfe, O Lord our God, 

Cloth’d in fweet majefty appear ; 

Make this a place of thine abode, 

And thed thy choicett bleflings here. 

4. When we thine awful feat furround, 

Thy Spirit with thy word impart, 

And let thy gofpel’s joyful found 

With pow’r divine reach ev'ry heart. 

5- Here let the blind their fight obtain, 

Here give the broken {pirit reft : 

Lat Jefus here triumphant reign, 

Euthron’d in ev'ry yielding breatt. 

6. Here let the voice of facred joy 

And humble fupplication rife, 

Till higher ftrains our tongues employ, 

In realms of blifs beyond the fkies. 
PHILANDER. 


: Donations to the Miffionary Soctety of ConneGicut. 
From Benj. Beecher, a lot of Land in Chethire, containing 50 acres. 
From Danie! Read, New-Haven, 100 Primers. D. ¢. 


From Doctor Trumbull, avails of his Sermons, 
Avails of Conne@icut Evangelical Magazine, . 
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